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PREFACE 


Must beg my Reader's Pardon, 
| that my Book(cller's over-haſty 
Publication of my former Dif 
courſe in Defence of Dramatick 
Poetry, has forced me to grve bim 
my Full Review of Mr. Collier, 
thus in Fragments. However, | 
am in hopes that his favourable Re- 
ception of that Firſt Part will pave 
my way for the Lait; and then I 
have my WW iſes. 


And bere in my full Survey of 
the Merits of Mr. Collicr's View 
of the Stage, and the Succels of 
zt together ; I cannot but think bow 
little Honeſty, Truth or Con- 
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FREMFACE 
[ctence, are required, 10 make 4 
r opular Piece upon a Religious 


Subject, [ confeſs this looks like 4 


Paradox, and perhaps an unchart- 


table one : Þut I am ſorry I maſt 
ſay, tis too true for a Feit. I am 
ſure the many ſtrain'd Conſtructions 
of Protanation and Blaſphemy, 
and the other ill-grounded Argu- 
ments, the many Fallities among 
the few Truths in that 1 reatile, 
ſufficiently prove my Aﬀſertion. 
And the unhappy Reaſon of the too 
Epidemical Popular Deception from 
Subjets of 1hat kind, 1s this, T hat 
the.HHon-; Features of the Face 
conceal the Fucus of it; and the 
VW ell-meaning of the Canſe covers 
2 great many of the Falle Reaſon- 
mos that champion for tt. w_ 

"ere 


PRIS ACE 
bere | may ſay, 11s almost a whole 
National {VArsfortnme, that Sen- 
tence in theſe Gaſes, is grven with 
hearing but One fide. 1 he Indidt- 
ment s laid fall, and the Accuſation 
charged ' bome : but the poor Crimi- 


nal at the Bar ſhall HeUer ſpeak, for 
himſelf, produce one Witneſs in his 


Canſe, or move for an Arres} of 


Judgment {is thus Mr. Collier 
carries theVitory, and gains all the 
1 rumpets that Echo be I riumpb. 

All this is a little hard : But 
bere lies the Miſery. There's no 
Reſtraint upon the Quill that runs 
Gall upon Fious T bemes. In any 
Wir epreſentation of Humane 4 E 


fairs, Llntruth and Fiction arc 


der ſome Laſh of the Law. The 


Broachers of F Pi ity Pand in Awe of 


Autho- 
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PREFACE. 
Authority, and their Fear of the 
Puniſhment reifrains the Offence. 
Whilft on the contrary, ſuch is the | 
Impunity of theſe Religions Miſ- * 
repreſentations, that there ſeems to 
be no truly general Privilege of Ly- 

ing, but in God's Name. 

This I will farther pofitively a- 
ver, That when a (mele private 
Hand ſets np for a Publick Re- 
formation, eſpecrally in a Cauſe 
where all T ongues are fulent but his 
own, we have all the Reafon in 
the Warld (if we'd give our ſelves 
leiſure but tothink to av pect either | 
the Enthuſtaſt or the Hypocrite, | 
viz. T hat either the MadZ eal or the 
Pretended One ſets Pen to Paper. 


] Shall 
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Shall begin this Second Review of the 
Ingenious Mr: Collier, 1n his Remarks 
upon the Relapſe : And here I muſt 
prepare my Reader tor a New Enter- 
tainment. For hitherto, in our Firſt Part, 
we have only Diſcourſed him in his Di- 
viner Qualification, as the Church-man and 
Philoſopher, viz. in Iis Moral and Religt- 
ous Objections againſt the Stage, But here 
we find him, 1n che Humane Capacity, . car- 
ryINg On his Attack, not only as a Church- 
Champion, but chat Humbler Stage-Com- 
batant, a Cr/7:c&, Bur no doubt, he's 2 
Man of Univertat Learnins, naked there= 
fore to do himſelf Juſtice, as well as the 
Stage, there's no Reaton that this ſhining 
Talent ſhould lie any more hid than the 


other, 


I confeſs, he has ſingled out a very ſtur- 
dy Play ro grapple with, a1 1a 1f he has 
Prowels enough tor a co: mplc ac Conqueſt 
here; he may hope to drive ti whole Stage 
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(2) | 
The Remarks on the Relapſe Examined. 


_ Enzaging this Play ook after 
ſome ſmall T riumph over Mr, Darfe;'s Doz 
O4ixot, he gives this Reaſon why this Au- 
thor ſhould next enter the Lift, vzz. 


&« 'The Relapſe ſhould follow Dow Qarxot, 
* upon the Account ot fome Alliance be- 
* tween 'Ccim. 


Now, whnch way the Kindred enters be- 
twen theic two Plays, I am atraid Mr. Colli- 
e's whole tailc Herald: y will hat dly be able 
to make out. For *tis the Opinion of the 
whole Town, the //ox Populi; on my lide, 
that neither thoſ e two A uthors nor their 
Works, cſpecially the £4;x0t Labours, have 
any ach oreat Affinity. | durit venture 
to ſay, the Relapſe and the Garxot are no 
more of Kin, then the Cavairer to the 
Cyarciz-mr; not 10 much as Mr. Coller's 
Modern Beau W: fo, Crevateand Sword, 
to his old calt Gow: n, Cailock and Scart. 
Nor 35 there half { mucin Reajon why 
the Ret. p/e inould follow the Dow Qurxot, 
a& why Mr. Colier the Sword-.ar ſhould fol- 
low Cotto, Collier the Gomn-man. 


1ihe Reſignation of his Quondam Drvi- 
and 11s whote Spirztwality for his pre- 
{cnt 
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7 fentTemporalandCarana! Aſſumption,no more 

the Church-Milftanr, but the Lay-Militant 
Hero, 1s all but a natural Conſequence, a 
Product we fee every Day. This very Ma- 

| ſter oi Arts himſelf, when but a TJaunror- — 
| Soph, could have produced a very ſubitan- 

tial Maxim in Natural Philoſophy to juſtt- 

ic this Transformation, viz. Corruptio Up. 

timi, SC. 


* I ſhall ſpend a few more Thoughts 
* | More Words he means | then ordinary 
** upon this Play, and examine 1t briefly 
* [in Twelve Leaves of Paper] in the Fable, 
* the Moral, the Charafters, &c. 'The Fabl? 
© 1 take to be as follows. 


& Faſhion, a iewd Prodigal younger Bros 
* ther is reduced ro Extremity ; upon his 
* arrival from his Travels, he meets with 
** Coupler an old ſharping Match-maker. 
* 'Ihis Man puts him upon a Project of 
& Cheating his Elder Brother Lord Fop- 
pinztor of a rich Fortune. Young Faſb102 
* being refuſed a {um of Money by his 
* Brother, goes into Coapler's Plot, bubbles 
* Sir T wabelly. of his izaughter, and makes 
«* himſcit Maſter of a Fair Eitaic. 
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©*« From the Form and Conſtitution of 


* the Fable, I oblerve, Firit, "there 1s a 
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Miſnommer 10 the Title. The Play ſhould 
not have been here call, 7 he Relapſe ; 
or, Virtue in Danger, Lovelace and Aman- 
, from whole Characters rhele Names 
* are drawn, are Perſons of Interior Con- 
{ideration, &c, The Intrigue and the 1-11- 
covery, the great Revolution and Suc- 
cels turns upon Young Faſ10,. He, with- 
vut Competition, 1s the Principal Perſon 
in the Comedy, and therefore the Tour- 
ger Brother, or the Fortunate Cheat, had 
* been much a more proper Name. Now 
'* When a Poet can't rig out a 1 ztle Page, 
* *ti5 but a bad ſign of his hoiding out to 
the Epiloz ar. 


(14 


Here T-am atraid this Gentieman that has 
{0 curioully examined through the whole 
Play, has unfortunately read but halt the 
Title Page. For 1s not the Play calPd, The 
Relapje; or, Virtue in Danzer, betag the Se- 
guel of the Fool in Faſhion? And did not all 
the Play-houſe Bills call it the Secoua Part of 
the Fool in Faſhion? And conſequently 1s 
not here Lovelace, Amanaa, Lord Fopping- 
ton, all the whole Walks of the Play, &c. 
the full Contents of the Fabrick expreſsd 
inthe Frontiſpiece ? And why, the Younger 
Cheating Brother 1s a greater Perſon in 
the Play rhan the Elder Cheated Brother, 
when the Younger 1s only concerned in the 


Walk 


UE) 
. Walk of Sir Tuxbely, and the Elder 


through the whole Play with Amanda, Love- 
lace, &c, is that unaccountable Riddle, that 


nothing but fuch an Oeazpr as Mr. Collier 
can ſolve ? 


.-—- 


Now it his Twelve Leaves of Remarks 
upon that Play, end no better then they be- 
gin, *tis ſhrewdly to be ſuſpeed rhat the Re- 
marker has more bad f1gns of not hoiding 


out, than the Relapſe er. 
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2dly, 1 ables the Moral is vicious. 

” k points the wrong way, and puts the 

« Prize into the wrong Hand. It feems to 

« make Lewdnels the Reaſon of elert, 

« and gives Young Faſhoz a lecond For- 

* tune, only for Debanching away his fir{t, 

cc A ſhort view of his Character will make 

es Co this Reflection. "To begin with him, 

« He confeſſes himſelf a Rake, wears and 

*& Blaſphemes, Curles and Challen: Jes his 

« Elder Brother, cheats him of his Vit irels, 

& and gets him lay'd by the Heels 1n a 09- 

&« Kennel. And whar was the Ground of 

* all this unnatural Quarrelling and Out- 

© rage? Why the Main of it was only be- 
| <« cauſe Lord Form retus'd to ſupply 
& Its Luxury and make good his Extrava- 
* gance. This Young F4b/0z after all is 


&« the Poets Man of Merit. He provides a 
BY * Plot 


d, 


h 
/ 
| 
[18 
L 
- 4 
it p 
4 
| 
»\ 
't 
Tis! 
| 


b * 
= —— —_— I 
_ B 


_- 
pp. bn oy ne Im_—_ % : _ 


al CE: by vw at noincell:gibic i 
V'Ci 44 this Ct ra OR 


b 


. 
pPemer, Leva Det #W/ 


(6) 


* Plot and a Fortune on purpole for him. 


To ſpeak freely, a Lewd Character {el- 
dom wants good Luck in a Comeay : S0 
that when ever you ſee a thorough Liber- 
tine, you may almoſt ſwear heis mn a R1- 
ling way, angxthat the Poet intends to 
make him a oreat Man. In ſhort, this 
Play perverts the End oi Comeay, &c. For 
the Relapſers Mor! holds forth this notable 
Inſtruction. Firit that all Younger Bro- 


thers ſhould be caretul to run our their 


Circumlitances as fait, and as 1] as they 
can; And when they have pur their At- 
fairs into this poſture they may conclude 
themiclves 1n the Pigh Road to Wealih 


and Succels. Foras F4{//9;2 Blatphemoul- 


y applys it, Providence takes care of Bicw of 
Merit. 2dly. That when a Man 1s pre it, 
his Buſinels is not to be coverird by Grcu- 
ples, or to formalize upon Con{c1ence 
and Honelty. The quickeſt Expedicnts 
are the beſt for in {uch Calcs rhe occaſion 
Juitities the Vicans, ard a Kn:shr of the 
Pojt 15 as goud as One of the C {17 1er. 


In this View of Young Faſuion, T won- 
{ioht of ; -11Cc0- 
ix 1.0 that Baſe 
wwouee, O Tr CT O: 11 Liber- 


t:ze, as he's en (er Our. IT 1s true his Man 
Pp 
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ty, ruts the Jaccbite 
upon 
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upon him. 
the Blots in Young Faſb70z”s Scutcheon ; at 
leaſt of Mr. Colliers Vi :(covery. 


But to draw this Lbertize to the full 
Length. Heis a Young Fellow, Brother to 
a Baronet, (now a Lor d) Guilty of no Vice 
but Extravagance ; this Extravagance too, 
amounts to no more, then that he has ſpent 
500 /. anticipared upon his Annuity of 200 /. 
per Anaum; not in Whoredome, i'ice, R y- 
ot, nur any other Brutal Prod: at ty , bu 
only in three Years Travel beyond Sea, I'ra- 
vel that has been accounted the moſt Ho- 
nourable Improvement of a Gentleman; a 
great part of this {xtravagance occation'd 
poſſibly to bear up the Fort of Is Birth, and 
the Honour of his Family ; a Sin not alto- 
gether fo Capital ; nor his Circumffaness 10 
very ill run out, as this Remarker endea- 
vours to pertw ade vs. This 15the whole 
Character of Young F{#'0, cxcepting 
what relates aſterwarCz to his cheati nz his 
Brother; and what ground he {tands Up- 
ON there, how far the Deb: :1ic;2, the Libertive, 
or the Knight of the Poſt, we ihail exa- 


mine. 


This Young Extravagant, Pts true, at his 
return to Lodo on, reſents his unhappy C.r- 
cumitances , the low Ebb of his Pacikes 
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with a little too free Air of a Gentleman ; 
does not fall upon his Knees like the Prodi- 
gal at the Swine Trough, a Fault perhaps 
{carce pardonable with the DivineMr.Collzer. 
However in tis Diſtrels he applyes him- 
ſelf to his Brother, not an Addrelfor to his 
Pertw:ig, his Crevate, his Feather or his 
Snuſh-box, is Lory adviſes : For he abſo- 
lutely declares' againlt 1o Jow-ſpirited and 
ſervile a bafeneſs 1 as Flattery. His Brother, 
whom he finds newly Lordihed, 1s fo ta- 
ken up with lis Looking:glals and Irel- 
{ing-Box, and his whole "Wardrobe Reti- 
nue, that he tcarce ſpeaks ro him, rakes 
leſs notice of him, gives lum rhar cold wel- 
come, though after three Years abſence, and 
uſes him with all that SCOrin and Contempt, 
5 juſtly provokes our Young Spark to n0 
little Ind:gnation againſt him. Here Coz- 
pler enters, "carcſles Young Faſhion, tells him 
what Match he had made for his Brother 
with Sir 7 zxbel!y's Daughter, 1n contie- 
_— of a Bond of 21000. for helpug him 
this Fortune; and for 5oco /. from 
Young Faſhion , agrees to clicat the Lord, 

and fo manage the Game as to carry the 
Prize for the Squire. In the Raprures of 
which tair hopes, Faſhi0- tells Lory, Provi- 
dence thou ſeeſt takes care of Men of Merit, we 
are in a fair way of being 7 preat People, Now 
this is the w hots Sum total of Young Fa- 
| Phaow C 
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ſhion's Blaſphemy. Had he ſaid Fortune, 


Fate, Deſliny, or the Kya Stars had took 
ſuch care of Merit, it had been much ar 
one; 1o little is che Divinity pointed at, or 
touch'd in this Expreſhon. 


But notwithſtanding this fair occaſion 
offer?d, not only to revenge all the Indig- 
nity receiv'd from his Brother, but to En- 
rich himſelf with a Fortune of 1500 /. per 
Annum ; yet all this Temptation will not 
carry the Point, provided his Brother will 
but ſupply him with poor 500 /. to redeem 
his Annuity. Accordingly, he ſays, © PU 
* try my Brother to the Bottom, I'll ſpeak to 
him with the Temper of a Philoſopher, my 
Reaſons, (thouzh they preſs him home) ſhall 
be cloathed with ſo much Modeſty, not one 0 
* all the Truths they urge (hall be ſo naked to 
« offend his ſight ; if. he has yet ſo much Hu- 
& manity as 10 aſſiſt me, (thouch with a mode- 
& rate Aid) I'll arop my project at his Feet, 


cc 


CC 
cC 
cc 


«KR 


ry 


« then 1 ask head ao f0; me, &C. Relapſe. 


ho page 20. 


This very addreſs he makes to his Bro- 
ther in all the Terms of Modeſty, and finds 
him ſo wholly inveterate,fo deaf to all Argyu- 
ments of Reaſon, Juſtice or Pity, though 
to ſave him from Starving or Hanging ; 
bs that 
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( 70) 
that upon this only Repulie, hc enters into 
Couplers Plot, and puts on the Jacob's falſe 
Hands for the Blefling ; reſolving to Cheat 
the Lord and carry the Lady. Now how 
much this Play perverts the end of Comedy, 
which as Monſieur yp” (he tel}s us) ob- 
ſerves, ought to regard Reformation and Im- 


pr oVement, \ will ſoon be examin'd. 


As the Lord Foppizgtor's is the Character 
of the Play, juttly defign'd to be moſt ex- 
poſed ; accordingly by the Rules of Cord, 
Nis Pride, his Vanity, his unnatural Tn \I1w- 
manity to his own Brother, and alt the 
other Vices of his Character, ought to be 
punnh'd, with all the Inſults, Deicats, L1it- 
appointments and Shame, that the Lrama- 
tick Jultzge can heap _ through _ 
whole Play. But as no over-reach or « 
feat in Comedy Can W al be pertormed, Ys. 
by tome Fraud or Cheat or other; and con- 
ſequently he that carrics on the Cneat, Can- 
not reach to the jull heights ot a xrſebt 
Character, vs. wholly unblemiſl! d ; how- 
ever "tis the work of the Poet in that Caſe 
to raiſe thoſe jult Provocations tor cvery 
{uch Inſult, and lay that reaſonable Ground 
for every 1ucn Cncat, eſpecially in the pro- 
{pci ous Characters Vi the Coxeay ; thar their 
Succeiles, iz the Catatirophe ot the Play, 
may ſeem the Reward of jome iz7iue and 
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(283-) 
Tuſfice even in the Cheat himſelf, compara- 
tive to the Vice and I juſtice they pu- 
niſh. 


This Ingenious Conduct of Comeay is 
highly juſtified in the Authors admirable 
Fabrick in this part of his Relapſe : For 
here's a Younger Erother under no better 
Paternal Proviſion then 200 a year Annuity, 
which at ſeven Years, the Lites yurchale, 
1s worth little more then a 1000 /. whullt 
the Elder Brother runs away with 5o00o /U. 


per Annunt Inher:itance, to the value of 1 


I 00000./, Yet this Younger Erother, thar 1n 
all Equity mnigat expect ſome reaſonable 
Favour and Succour from his Ejider Brother, 

if for no other Conſideration than the une- 
qual P1vſon of the Eſtate between *&m, hos 
thole Mens Principles of Honour and Vir- 
tue, as toſ{it down contcnted with the he- 
reſt R —_ on of his Morgaged Annuity, 

at the oa; price of 500 /. rather then Em- 
brace the Temptat! on of a Fair Lady, and 
1500 /, per Anaum thrown into his Arms by 
any Irreguiar or Fraudulent Means. 


But when this unmercitul Brother thus 
ſhametully denys him fo inconliderable a 
Trifle, and all to the reparing the Breach- 
es of io Innocent an Extravagance 1n his 


Honourable Travels ; Thus the inevitable 
proſpect 
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proſpect of ſtarving on one ſide, and the 
juit reſentments of a Brothers unnatural 
Barbarity on the other, carry that Face of 
Juſtification along with the Cheat ; that a- 
mong all the Thouſand Patrons of that 
Darling Play, I fancy this {trant-lac'd high 
Morali{t Mr. Cotter, is the only Repiner at 
Young Faſhions Felicity in the Arms of 
Miſs Hojdez ; and it the Author be never 
DuelPd but upon that Quarrel, undoubted- 
ly he may die in his Bed. Nay, beſides 
Young Fa{hiozs fupplanting his Brothers 
pretentions, here's another piece of Poerick 
Juſtice 1y/carrying off the Young Heirels : 
For when the Young Hojaen 1s thus fnared 
into Wedlock, not by any 1gnoble raſcally 
Impoſtor, but a Young Gentleman, at leaſt 
of equal Birch and Quality with*her ; the 
other part of the Pelution, v7. his being a 
Younger Brother, and a Man of no Eltate, 
{eems but an honeſt Pramatick over-reach, 
1mpo0s'd upon fo wrdidand avariciousa Cha- 
racer, 10 over-cautious a Coxcomb as her 
Farther Str Taxvelly; Nor 1s the Young Lady 
her {cit, under the meaneſs oi her rultick 
Education, ſo Exalted a Character ; but 
that Young Faſnioz may fairly and innocent- 
ly carry the Prize, without one murmu- 
ring Word, or enavying Eye from the ſeve- 
relt Critick 1n the whole Audience. 
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In the next place, Mr. Collier 1s pleaſed 
to look a little into the Plot of the Re- 


lapſe. , 


* Here the Poet (he tells you) ought to 
play the Politician,it ever; this part ſhould 
have {ome ſtrokes or Conduct, &c. There 
ſhould be ſomething that 1s admirable, 
and unexpected to {urprize the Audience. 
And all this Fineneſs muſt work by gen- 
tle Degrees, by a due preparation of In- 
cidents, and by Inſtruments which are 
probable [ And all the Reaſon in the 
World.) *Tis Mr. Rapizs Remark, 
Thar withour probability every thing is 
Lame and Faulty. { He's much ia the 
Rizht : | Where there 1s no pretence to 
Miracle. or Machine, Matters mult nor 
exceed the Force of Reliet. To produce 
Effects without proportion, and hkelt- 
hood in the Caule 1s Farce and Magick, 
and looks more like Conjuring than Con- 
duct. [Tis all granted.) Let us examine 
the Relapſer by thele Rules. [ Ay, and 
welcome. | To diſcover his Plot, we 


muſt lay open {omewhat more of the 
Fable. 


« Lord Foppinzton, a Town Beau, had 
agreed to Marry the Daughter of Sir 


1 anbelly Clamſey, who lived Fifty Miles 
« from 


« 


ES ( 34-2 
« from Lonvaow. Notwith tancing this 
&© ſmall Diſtance, the T.ord had never ſcen 
* his Miſtreſs, nor the Knip| it his PON-1N- 
Law. 


f 


Aid where lies the wonder on either 
fide ? Ts not Sir Tax that Avaritious 
Miſer, that Intereſt 15 all the Concern 1n 
his Raughters Diipoſal ; Aud conſequently 

as long es a Lordſhip and Five Thovſand 
2 2 Yeir are tull Szurhfield WW cight in his 
Scalcs ; the Lord iumnlelf may be the Plain- 
eaters Leaden-ſbilling, for any Curioiity 
he has to be acquainted either with his Per- 
fonal or any other Accompliſhments ? And 
tor the fame [ndifferend e 00 my Lord Fop- 
pinetor's fide; The tt PE of this blind 
Bargain for Miſs Hojaep, poſlibly one of 
the "greateſt Maſer-ſ{trokes in the Chara- 
cter. Is not this Fop, a true Nexciſſzs all 
a19ng, through both the Plays, 1n Love 
with nothing Þur Iinfſcif? Has his Match 
with Mis "Hoydem © any other 1 cmptaton 
than the oratifying bis Pride in Marrying 
{o rich an Heireis; and heightening his 
Pomp, Luxury and Vanity, by that conſi- 
derable addition of her For tunes? $2 that 
here's no occaſion either of difordering him- 
{elf or his Coach-horſes to run backwards 
and forwards a Fiity Mile Stage, only to 


__ his OWn, Or ice his Miltrelles {wect 
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(5) 
«© Both Parties, out of their Great Wiſ- 
dom, leave the treating the Match to 
Copier, fc. Here we may obſerve the 
Lord Hs; PPinoton Nas an un lncky Diſagree- 
ment in his Charafer. This Misfortune 
1s hard upon the Credibility of the De- 
ſign. ?Tistroe, he was Formal and Fan- 
taltick, ſollirren with trels and Equi- 
page, ©c. Þut bis Pehaviour 1s far trom 
that of an Iawot, This being granted, 
'tis very uni;kely this Lord ſhould leave 
the Choice of his Miſtreſs to C oupler, and 


take her Perion and Fcertune upon Cop 


* tet : To Court thus us blindtold, and by 


Proxy, docs ot agres Wil th the Method 
| an Eitate, nor the NM "icenels of a Beax, 
. And for dir 1 azvelly, here we have 

Bo Jat prudence and warineis (in his Cha- 
racter) to the Excets of Faile and Phren- 
he And yet this mighry Man ofi- fuk 
picion trulis Cozpler with the Diſpoſal 
of his only Laughter, and his Eſtate into 
the Pargain. And what was thi 5 Cou- 


pter ? Why , 4 Sharper by Char ater, and 


little better by Poſle{ſion. 


Here our Authors Cr2:c:{;mes, hike Bay's 
} 


Plot, begin to thicken upon us. ' his no- 
rorious Nuſcondudt of the Relapſer will not 
give lum a Foyl, but a fair Fall, if he has 
not a Care: bur to recover his Hold, and 


lave 
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( 16 ) 
fave him from Tumbling; I remember be- 
fore the Lord Foppingron was invited down 
to Sir Taabelly, the Poet tells us, That the 


Marriage-Settlement was pr cpared for Sign- 
ing and Sealinz. And now though the 


Relapſer makes” Coup! & A Match-maker, I 


cannot {ſee where he rang him a Jointure- 


maxer. Whatever other Facuiries he may 
be Maſter of, Ne [autor ultra creptdam, | can- 
was find him either a Coke or a Li#tletop, 

any of thoſe long Robe Gentlemen, a 
bs w Head-piece for drawing of Sertle- 
ments; and conlequently we may very 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, both on Sir T unbelly 


and Lord Forprazton's fide, here were the 


Learned in the Law called to the Conſult, 
a preliminary InſpeCtion into Records, the 
Terra Firma Foundation Examined, and all 
the precautionary Articles of Treaty adjuſt- 
ed, for ſo important a Cauſe, betore Mat- 
ters went fo far as to ſend down for the 
Son-in-Law Elect. So that here's poor 
Conuplgr fo far from having the Diſpoſal of 
th 7 anbellys Daughter and Eſtate, that 
our Diminitive Love: broker has no more 


' Hand in the Aﬀair, then meer ſtarting the 


Game; 'tis the ſtrength of the Fortune-hun- 
ter muſt carch it. And therefore { may 
preſume to ſay, neither the Lord nor the 
Knight have hitherto made one falſe ſtep 


in their Conduct, to deſerve the hard Names 
oF 


w_ 
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of Cuddens and Ideots, Mr. Collier has un- 
kindly thrown upon them; bur may ven- 
ture to vie Witeven with Mr. Collier him- 
ſelf; I his I am ſure, His Cr:r7/wes favour 
a great deal more of the [deor:/wz, then their 
Politicks, at leaſt in this part of their pru- 
dential Faculties. 


To proceed with the Crzticiſcr. 

* As for Young Faſhion, excepting Cou- 

* pler's Letter, he has all imaginable Marks 
* of Impoſture upon him. He comes before 
* his time, and without the Retinue expect- 
*ed, and has nothing of the Air of Lord 
* Foppizz2tox”s Converſation. When Sir 1 a- 
* belly ask*d him, Pray where are your Coaches 
* and Scruvants,ny Lird? He makes a trifling 
* Excule. Sr, that'I might give you and 
* your Dauzhter a Proof how inmpatievt I am 
*t0 be nearer a Kyn to you, I left my Equipage 
* to follow me, and came away Poſt with only one 
* Servant, To bein inch a hurry of Incli- 
* nation for a Perſon he never {aw 1s fome- 
* what {trange ! Beſides, *ris very unlikely 
* Lord Foppingtoz ſhould hazard his Com- 
* plexion on Horſeback, out-ride his Figure, 
*and appear a Bridegroom in Deſhabille, CF. 
* As Pomp andCuriolity were this Lords In- 
* chination, why then {hould he morrtitie 
* without Neceility, make his firit Approa- 
* ches thus out of Form, and preient h:mfelt 
A tO 
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(18 ) 
* to his Mrs. at {uch Diſadvantage ? As this 
*15 the Character of Lord Foppiagton, fo ris 
* reaſonable to ſuppole Sir Twxbelly acquaint- 
*ed with it. An Inquiry into the Humour 
* and Varagement 'of a Son-in-Law 1s very 
*Naturaland CTuſtomary : So that we can't 
* without Viclence to Senſe, ſuppoſe Sir T ax 
*b:ily aſrranger to Lord Fopprngton's Singue . 
 larit.es. i hele Reaſons were enough 1n all ' 
* Conicier:ce to make Sir Taxbelly ſuſpect a 
* Juggle,and thet Þ:ſpow was no better then 
*a Counterteit,c*c. why then was the Cre- 
* dential 1wallow'd without chewing, &c. 
* More wary iteps might have been expected 
* from Sir axl;;' Vo run from oneExtream 
* of Caution to anocher of Credulity 1s high- 


*Iy improbable. 


This Miſconduct looks almoſt as formi- 
dable as the laſt. For this Critick never 
Flaggs. Young Faſhion comes before his 
time, &c. That 1s, Sir Taxbelly had ſent a 
Letter to invite the Lord Foppington down to 
Marry h:s Daughter, all the main Wedlock 
Preiminaries, viz. Joynture, Settlements, 
all but Co/ammation already adjuſted, &c. 
And theretore Young Faſh:0z, the ſuppoſed 
Lord Foppington, comes down before his time, 
becauſe he comes when he 1s invited ; ad 
has all the marks of a Counterfeit Son-in-Law, 
tor obeying his Father-1n-Laws — 

1s 


(19) 

*Tis true, he makes a little too much {peed; 
Poſts down in one Day, when the True 
Lord makes a two Days Stage of it; And 
becauſe this Activity of Riding Poit does 
not look like the flower Movement of a 
Travelling Beau; . for this ſingle Gigantick 
ObjeCtion to the Lord Fopoing ton's Veracity, 
both the Credential of Coupler's Letter, and 
the very Obedience of Sir Tazbelly's own 
- —_ ſhall ſignihe nothing ; here 

may be a Snake in the Graſs; the Sir Polt- 
tick 7 azbelly has all the Reaſon to look a- 
bout him. For a:d this Joſs never hear 
of ſuch a thing as Kypavery ? [Nor this Cri- 
tick of ſuch a thing as Foolery 2] 


However, Sir Tunbelly could be 0 Stran- 
ger to the Lord Fopyingcon's Sinzularities ? 
Why, truly not over-well acquai: nted with 
them at Fifry Miles diftance. For it we 
could ſuppoſe Sir Tzmbelly fo over 1::quift- 
tive, in {o needlets a Curioſity, about his 
$0nN- in-Law : Yet I cannot weil anpre- 
hend how all the particular Nicer Singu- 
larities of a Lozdoz Beau, ſhould enter che 
Underſtanding of a Country Clodpate Ju- 
ſtice upon a bare Deſcription only ; but ra- 
ther that this very Riding down Foſt, with 
his Equipage following behind him, might 
look like as Natural a Singularity, ot {o 
Fanteſtick a Character, as any other of his 
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( 20 ) 
Fantaſticks, and rather confirm Sir T aabel- 
{y's Faith then ſhake it. And why ſnould 
Sir Taabellys Intelletts ſuſpect an .Impoltor 
in his Beau Son-in-L.aw, for appearing be- 
fore his Mrs. in his half Glory the firſt Day, 
viz. 1n Deſhabille, to Dazle her in his 


fall Glory the next ? Or rather 1s not this 


Critick a little too hard upon that whole 
prevailing Party the Beaux, when he will 
not allow one Cavalier amongſt *em all, 
that dares truſt his Compiexton but to one 
Days Journey on Horſeback ? 


* But now for the trueLord's Miſconduct. 
* His going down to Sir T «zbelly, was as 
* extraordinary as his Courtſhip. He had 
* never ſeen this Gentleman. He muſt know 
* lum to be beyond meafure {u{picious, and 
* that there was noAdmittance withoutCon- 
* pler's Letter. T his Letter was the Key to 
* the Caſtle: he forgot to take it with him, 
*ard tells you, was ſion by his Brother Tam. 
* And for his part he neither had the Diſcre- 
* tion to get another,nor yet to produce that 
* written by him to Sir T anbelly. | that writ- 
* ten to him by Sir Tunbelly, 1 ſuppoſe he 
* z:eaus]Had common Senſe been conſulted 
* upon this occaſion, the Plot had been at an 


End, and the Play had ſunk in the Fourth 
Act. 


But 
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But to conſult common Senſe 1n this caſe, 
poſſibly a little tarther then this Critick 
himſelt has done: 


Firit then, let us inquire 1nto the Strength 
of this Caſtle Key, viz. without which 
there was no admittance. This we have in 
che Fifth ACt, aſter Young Faſhio's Re- 
rurn to Town, by a Letter of the Lord's 
to Coupler from the Country, v2. 


Dear Coupler, 
T have only time to tell thee in three Lines, 


or thereabouts, that here has been the Devil, 
that Raſcal Tam, having Stole the Letter thou 
hadſt formerly writ for me to bring Sr. Tun- 
belly, form'd 4 Damnable Deſign upon my 


Mrs, QC. 


Whatever Introductory Power, this Let- 
ter formerly written by Copler, (poſlibly 
more a Flouriſh upon the Merits of the 
Noble Peer the Bearer, than any conlidera- 
ble Key to his Admiſhon) might be ſuppo- 
ſed to carry ; yet upon the Receipt ot Sr. 
Tunbells particular Invitation , this Con- 


pler's Letter, (however {crviceable to tie 


{ſmaller Figure of the falle Lord, Young 
Faſhion, and neceſſary to lus Plot) was ſo 
little wanted to the True Lords Approa- : 
ches ; that what could he expect lets than 

K 3 that 
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that the Gates were all ready to fly open at 
his Appearance ? Could the Lord Fopping- 
70'S Vanity and Pride, with an Equipage 


, of twenty Liverys and two Coaches and 
Six, and fo folemnly invited, think fo little 


of himſelf, as to want any old or new Paſ- 
port trom Coupler, when ſuch mutual fa- 
tisfaction on both {ides had paved his way, 
and ſo much Grandeur carried 1ts own 
Credentials; {o that the preſervation either 
of one Letter or the otl er, upon {0 poor a 
{core as a Teſtimonial of his Veracity, was 
rather below the thoughts of a Lord Fop- 
prineton; and all this more an Eflential to his 
Character then a diſagreement or blemiſh 


In 1t. : 


This dead - doing Critick thus fluſh'd 
with all this ſucceſs againſt the Kelap/er, 
is reſolved to make through Work with 
his ſlaughtering Hand, and conſequently the 
Characters in the P! ay, ſhall beas Monttrous 
25 the Conduct. 


* Let us ſee how Sr. T aabelly hangs to- 
* gether. Ih.s Gentleman, the "Poet, 
&« makes a Juſtice of Peace, and a Deputy 
* Lieatenint, and Seats him hftty Males 
« from London bur by his Character you 
« would take him for one of Hercales's 


* Moniters, or tome Gyant in Gzy of Wir 
* wick, 


ba . 
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* wick. His Behaviour 1s altogether Ro- 
* mance, and has nothing agreeable to Time 
* or Country, &<c. 2 


The StagePaintings of Dramatick Poetry 
have always beenallow'dto take theFeatures 
a litttle larger than the Lite. And generally 
there's a very ſtrong Reaſon for it. For tis 
not Oze Fool that fits tor the Picture ; but 
the Imagery in one ſingle Character ſome- 
times may include a whole Sect of Foe!s or 
Kypaves, How many excell:nt Zramatick 
pieces would otherwiſe be loſt, fuch as a 
Moroſe 1n the Silent Woman, Sir Nicol zs 
Jimcrack, in the Virtuoſo,and indeed moſt of 
the Characters of Fools or Humorilts, 
if their Authors had no Poetical grains oft- 
allowance for a little ſtretch in the Pencil 
work? And for the Romantick Sir Tuz- 
belly; in my weak Eye-{ight, he looks no 
more like one of Hercaless Monſters in his 
over-cautious Guardianſhip of his R:ich 
Heireſs ; then Mr. Collzer, like an Hercalea 
Champion, in his Batteling the Srage : Nay, 
T am rather afraid Mr. Co!lter initead of 4o- 
ing the work of a Hercules, has found work 
for one ; whilſt he has heap'd Dzr: enough, 
(not of the Stages, but of his own) tor an 
Aug £45 Stable. 
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Next let us {ee how he makes Miſs Hoy- 
den hang, together. 

4 

« Here is a Compound of ill Manners 
& and Contrad:ction. Is this a good reſem- 
& blance of Quality, a Deſcription of a 
« preat Heireſs, and the Effect of a cautious 
« Education? By her Courſneſs you would 
& think her Bred upon a Common. To 
« preſent her thus unhewn, he ſhould 
«© have ſuited her Condition andName a lit- 
« tle better. It he had reſolved to have 
<« ſhewn her thus unpoliſhed, he ſhould 
© have made her keep Sheep, or brought 
*© her upat the Waſh-bowle. 


a 


i) 


AR 


It Deſcent and Education can perform 
ſuch wonders; yet as high Veins as rhis 
Young Lady can boaſt of, and though an 
Heirets to 1500/7. per Arann, methinks 
ſhe has no great Hercditary claim to thoſe 
Extraordinary good Manners and refin'd 
Converſation as Mr. Collier expects from 
her, when ſhe derives from a Sir T azbelly to 
her Father : Nay nor any ſuch over-pro- 
miling Hopes, {uch very great Eﬀeds 
from her Cauntions Education nether , when 
Sye 110*'s ia the Country, fifty Miles off, with 
ber Flozoured Parejits, in a loze Hlonſe, which 
10 body comes pear, the never goes abroad, nor 


fees Company at hone 5, to prevent all Misfor- 
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(25) 
tunes, ſhe has her Breeding within Doors : The 
Parſon of the Pariſh Teaches her to Play on the 
Baſe-I iol, the Clerk to Sing, her Nurſe to 
Dreſs, and her Father to Dance. Relapſe, 
paze 18. 


(ow - conſidering both her Gezealozy, 
and: her Nurſery, methinks the Relapyer's 
Miſs Hoydez, though a little of the Courſeſt, 
1s not that unnatural Flower, when rear'd 
from ſucha Root, and in ſuch a Garden. 
But if this peeviſh unſatished Naturaliſt, 
will expect {uch Miracles of Perfection, 
- Wit, Manners, Politeneſs, and ail from fo 
uncultivated a piece of Quality ; methinks 
this Critick would make a rare Courtier to 
King Pharoah, for he's moſt Divinely Qua- 
lify*d for an Ez yptian T ask-maſter, 


He has much the ſame Quarrel againſt 
the Lord Foppington. 
* Vanity and Formalizing 1s his part. To 
let him ſpeak without Aukwardneſs and 
Aﬀettation, is to put him out of his Ele- 
ment. There mult be Gum and Stifning 
in his Diſcourſe to make it Natural. How- 
ever the Relapſer has taken a Fancy to his 
Perſon, and given him 1lome of the moſt 
gentile Raillery in the whole Play. To 
give an Inſtance or two, This Lord in 
*© Diſcourſe with Faſhzoz forgets his _ 
z * flies 
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« flies out into Senſe and ſmooth Expreſ: 
& ſion, out=talks his Brother, and abatin 

« the Starch'd Similitude of a Watch, Fs 
& covers nothing of Aftectation, for almoſt 
<« a page together. He relapſes into the 
« fame Intemperance of good ſenſe, in 
« another Dialogue between him and his 


<« Brother. 


a, 


| he 


This fault Mr. Collier has here found in 
the Lord Foppizzton, he rel{olves ſhall outdo 
his own perfections. ?T'1s true this Critick 
flies out generally into /mooth Ex9ryſion, but 
not into overmuch Sex/e; but however he 
has given you avery ſtanch Reaſon why 

ood Sexſe in this caſe,ſhould be the leaſt of 
his Care. For being a Virtuous, Modeſt and 
Sober Gentleman, poſſibly he thinks it a piece 
of his Chriſtian Duty to guard himſelt ſafe 
from Lapſing into Intemperaiice. 

But methinks this Gentleman might have 
read in an Old Greek Authority, 


TlAAGUKI Kal Th pop & ig nxaTakifpioy £178, 


A Fool may ſometimes throw in a word to the 
purpoſe, Belides this Critick ſtrangely tor- 
gets himſelf. For *twas but four pages be- 
tore that he himlelt was clearing Lord Fop- 
pington's Character, bating his Vanity, For- 
mality and Fantaſtickneſs, from any thing 
that looks like Fool or Idzot. And why he 

Quar- 


| (27) 
Quarrels a Man thar's no Fool, for ſpeaking 
a little Senſe, is ſomewhat unaccountable. 
But if the plain Truth were krown, he 1s 
not ſo pertiſh at the Lord Foppineton's ſpeak- 
in Senſe, as the Relapſer*s Writing it. Ay | 
there's the Heart burning | This unhappy 
Author, whether becauſe he's none of lis 
own Rojaliſts, or has not made his Parſon 
Bull ore of them, or lies unabſolved for 
ſome other heinous Tranſgrefhon ; one way 
or other, he languiſres under the utter Diſ- 
pleaſure of the angry and irreconcileable 


Mr. Coller. 


The next Critick Work he takes in hand 
are the three Unities of Time, Place and 
Aion ; and to ſhew us how far the Relapſe 
breaks thoſe Rules. 


** The Deſign of rheſe Rules 1s to con- 
« ceal the Fiction of the Stage, to make 
-« the Play appear more Natural, and to 
* give it an Air of Reality and Converſa- 
« tion. The largeſt compaſs for the firſt 
* Unity 1s Twenty tour Hours; but a leſs 
«* proportion 1s more Regular, &c. The 
* whole Buſineſs of the Play ſhould not 
* be much longer then the time. it takes 
* up in Playing. To obſerve the ſecond 
{«& Unity, the Scene mult not wander from 


* one Town or Couniry to another. It 
« mult 
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- m_ continue 1n the ſame City, where 
« it was firſt laid, &c. The third Uni- 
A 9, viz. of Action, conliſts 1n contriving 
« the chief Buſineſs of the Play ſingle, &c. 
« All the Forcesof the Stage muſt as It 
&« were lerve under one General, cc. To 
<« repreſent two conſiderable Py: inde- 
* pendant of each other deſtroys the Beau- 
** ty of Subordination, weakens the Con- 
* trivance, and dilutes the Pleaſure. It 
* ſplits the Plaz, and makes the Pozwz dou- 
a HE le would fee more upon this 
* Subject may conſult Corzelle. 


Theſe Unities are no new Stage-Dottrin, 
but what, by ſome of the greate{t Modern 
Brothers of the Ezzliſþ Quill has been very 
often, molt Lear th and I much tear, as 
impertinently handled. For the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of theſe Coraer/lean Rules, are as 
Diſſonant to the Ezliſh Conltitution of the 
Stage, as the French Slaver y to our Engliſh 
Liberty. *Tis true, that ſtrictnels may be 
much more praQticable i in the Freach Model 
of Plays; and for this amazing Reaſon, v7z. 
that the Frezch who are the {prightlieſt 
Converſation of all People in the World, 
can nevertheleis be the dulleſt of Mankind 
at their Play-houſes ; can be contented to 
heara Play made up of a ſhort-winded Plot, 


and a few long-winded Speeches, much a- 
bout 


( 29) 
bout enough for the Argument of one of 
our Acts, and go home as much regaled as 
from a Miſers Feaſt : And the Devils in't 
if their Dramatick Authors cannot furniſh 
out ſo ſcanty a Banquet, with all the fore- 
mention'd Unities; and pride 1n 1t accord- 


ingly. 


I ſhall expatiate a little more then Ordi- 
nary upon this Argument, not only to an- 
{wer Mr.Co!{zer,but allo lomeModern woud- 
be-Criticks, that are wonderfully tickPd 
with their own nicer Stage pertormances, 
under this ſtrict Cormeliaz Model of Unzties. 
Firſt then I ſhall ſo far joyn with Mr. Col- 
lier, [That concealing the Fiction of the Stage: 
and mal: ing the Play 2 appear with the more Air 
of Reality, 1s a great work of the Poet. 
For indeed Dramatick Poetry, is Supported 
chiefly. by Thefr and Deluſion. The lma- 
ges we {teal or borrow, whether Hiſtori- 
cal or Fictitious, muſt be fer out with all 
that livelieſt Art, that like Zeaxes his 
_—_ or Apelles his Cur tain, the Picture 

beſt deceive. For Poetry, eſpecially 

T's: Dramatick, 1s but Painting ; only this 
Picture finds a Tongue ; and is a ſpeaking 
Painting . 1 had occaſion ina late Copy 
of Vertes to give a little Delcription of 
Painting, which upon my ſecond Review 
looks ſo very applicable to Poetry, that not 
0 


(30) 
to treat my Reader with all downright 
Reaſoning , I'll give him a tew Taggs of 
Rhime too, and venture for once to repeat 
them. 

If Heav®n-ſtoPn Fires could animate the 

(Clay ; 

What nobl.y Theft the darizz Pencils play 4 
So much the bolder Painter 5 Sf out-fly 
The ola Promethean Pe:ty Larceny ; 
Not a poor ſpark ſwratcifa from þis Chariot 


(/ 1”neel he 


Not ſteals from Jove, but” Jove himſe;f be 
( /teals. 


Him not the Skies Imperial Rover AS: 
He hunts him through the Gold, Swan,Bull, 
(all {irapes, 
The wery. God exposd in all his amorois 
| ( Rapes. 
Nay the ſtill more Audacions Rifler pryes 
"rs the inmoit Chambers of the Sktes. 
He jieals his very uno from his Arms ; 
And with a Sacrilege evn yet more bold, 
Unveils to Humane Eyes the Naked Goddeſs 
(Charms ; 
And gives the Trojan Boy once more the 
( Ball of Gold. 
Tluſtrions Art, whom Miniitrinz Nature, all 
Thy Hand-maid,wvarts oz thy commanding Call! 
Like the Great FLAT thou bo:hDay ind Ni tht 
Cail'jt forth,and deck it in their own Shades = 
Light, 


Eyn 


(: 3F) 
Ev Heavn's whole Hierarchy, the Lords 


above, 
By thee their whole Triamphant Chariots 


Move 
From th'H arneft ragonto the bridled Dove. 
Mercurial Art, who captiv'd Eyes to take, 
Thou dy jt a Virrue of Deluſion make ; 

Thou only Honeit Cozener, Fair Deceit, 

Who carjt eu'n conſecrate both "Theft and 


(Cheat. 


But, (returning to our Argument) not- 
withſtanding all this Analogy between the 
Pencil Draughts and the Poet's; yet there's 
one infinite diſtinction berween the Air of 
reality on the one fide and the other. For in 
a Draught of Pencil Fainting, that Air is 
the whole Perfection of the Piece. A fin- 
gle Roſe, a half Face, the leaſt piece of 
Life, nay an A-/op or a Cripple, even Defor- 
mity it felt, well perform'd, ſhall carry an 
Excellence; and conſequently this Air of 
Reality g:ve, the whole Delight. Pur in 
the Dramartick Painting, that Air 1s only 
the Hanamaia to our delight, only the 
Light to ſer off the Picture. ?Tis the Charms 
and Beauties of the Objec# Painted, not the 
Painting it ſelf that gives the compleat ſa- 
tisfaction and pleaſure. Here theretore Mr. 
Collier has layd a little too much ſtreſs upon 
his Air of Reality (the Foundation of his 

Unity 


Unity Rules; ) as-if the Entertainment of 
the Stage lay only in the well performance 
in that point, when in has a proſpett in- 


finitely beyond it. 


Now therefore, as the Painter 1s not fo 
much to pleaſe himſelf, but himthat buys the 
Picture; ſo (to leave the Allegory and come 
cloſer to the point,) we mult examine what 
fort of Dramatick Entertainment will pleaſe 
an Exzliſh Audience, and that will ſhew us 
how far his Unity Rules will bear in Eng- 
land, and conlequently ſettle the whole 


Ciintrover {fie between us. 


Here the ſhorteſt way to tell you =_ 
will pleaſe an Ezzlifk Audience, I think, 1 
to look back and ſee what has pleaſed wht. 
And herelet us firſt take a view of our beſt 


Engliſh Tragedies, as our Hamlet, Mack- 


beth, Tulins Ceſar, Oedipus, Alexanaer, T'i- 
mon of Athens, Moor of Venice, and all the 
reſt of our moſt ſhining Pieces. All theſe, 
and the Reit of their Honourable Brethren, 
are ſo far from pent up in Corzezlles nar- 
rower Unity Rules, viz. the Bulineſs of 
the Play confined to no longer Time then 
it takes up 1n the Playing ; "or his largelt 
Compals of 24 Hours ; that nothing is ſo 
ridiculous as to pretend to it. ——The Sub- 


jects of our Engliſh Tragedies are generally 


the 


3. 
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the whole Revolutions of Governments, 
States or Families, cr thoſe great Tranſk- 
ctions; that our Gm of Stage-poetry 
can no more reach the Heights that can 


pleaſe our Audience, under his Uzzty Shack- 


les, then an Eagle can ſoar ina Hen-coop. 
If the Freach can content themlelves wirh 
the {weets of a ſingle Roſe-hed ; and no- 
thing leſs then the whole Garden, and the 
Field round it, will fatistie the Engliſh ; EVE 
ry Man as he likes : Corner! may reign 
Maſter of his own Revels; but he 1s nercher 
2 Rule-maker nor a Play- maker tor our 
Stage. And the Reaſon 1s plain: For as 
Belight is the great End of Playing, and 
rhoſe narrow Sta ze-reſtrictions of Corneille 
deitroy that ! telichr, by curtailing that 
Variety that ſhould g b Yo IC US 5 CVEry ot CLI 
Rule therefore 15 Novſenic and Contradt- 
ction 1n 1ts very Found wion. Even au E- 
{tabli{id Lav, when it Na its OWN 
Preamble, and the be Tt 's deGan'd by it, 
becomes void and null =P It {elt: 


That Ct 18 


*T1s true, I allow thus ar, 
ought to be the chiet care of tie Poet, to 
contine himlſelt into as DarrOW a Compals 
as hecan,wirhout any particuiar itint, in the 
two Firit Unities of 1:7 and Place; for 
which end he muſt obſerve two Things. 
Firtt upon occaſion ( fuppole 112 1c a vub- 
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jet as Mackbeth) he ought to falſifie even 
Hiſtory it ſeli. For the Foundation of 
that Play in the Chrozxzicles, was the Action 
of 25 Years: But in the Play we way up- 
poſe it begun and tini{hd in one third of 10 
many Months. Young Malcom and Domal- 
baiz, the Sons of Daxconm:b, are but Chil- 
dren at the Murder of their Father, and 
ſuch they return with the Forces trrom Eze- 
[1d to revenge his iZeath : whereas in the 
truc Hittorick Length they mult have 
ict out Children and return'd Men. Second- 
ly, the length of Time, and diſtance of 
Place required: :1 the Ein, ought to be 
never pointed at, nor hunted 16 the Play. 
For exampie, NCITACT Malcoz.b nor Dozal- 


64in mult tell us, how long they have been. 


in Ezelazd to rats thoſe For ces, nor how 
long thoſe Forces have veen Marching into 
Scotland ; nor Mackbeth how tar Schoxe and 
Daiif!, _ lay alunder, &c. By this means 
the Katence, who ene both willing and 
prepar 'd to be decerv'd, (populs vault decipi, 
&c.)and indulge their own Deluſion can pals 
oVer A onſidcralals diſtance both of 7 ze 
ana Place unheeded and unminded, if 
they arc ag purpoſely thrown too openly 
12 their Way, tO {tumble at. Thus Hamlet, 
Gulims Ce/ar and thole Hittorick Plays ſhall 
pats glibly; . when the Audience ſhall be al- 
moſt quite ſhockt at ſuch a Play as Hemry 

the 


LBS ) 

the 8th. or the Datcheſs of Malfey, And 
why, becauſe here's a Marriage and the 
Birth of a Child, poſtibiy in :wo AQs ; 
which points 10 directly wo Ten Months 
length of time, that the Play has very lt- 
tle Air of Reality, and appears roo much 
unnatural. In this caſe therefore *cis the 
Art of the Poet to {hew all the Peacocks 
Train, but as little as poftivie of her 
Foot. 


And as to the ſecond Unity of Place. 
Here our Audience expett a little Varicty, 
Viz, {ome change of Scene. To continue it 
all on one {pot of Ground, in one Chamber 
or Room, would rather dilgutt then 
pleaſe : And an Author that tovis for any 
{uch difficiles Nag, ſuch an over-curious 
Unity, only la bours to be dull; and de- 


ſerves a {uccels acc! dingly. 


Now for tlicſe rwo Unities in our Come- 
dies. Though thar Inferior Call Of Fa- 
ble may NE PREY little narrower enclos 
{ure of I1me and Phcethen 7ragedy ; how- 
ever we rarely meet with a good Cone 
plot all fairly lodged under one 1: ngle Roof, 
and dancing within the Circ Cs of rwenty 
four Hours ; much leſs in the Acting Time 
of the Play. "Tis true we have an " Ade 
ture of Five Hours in lome Crondam Repu- 

WD 2 tation ; 
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tation; and ſome more Modern Pieces of 
{cribble of {mall Reputation, that poſſibly 
have crampt themleclves into much the 
{zme Circuinierence; and the Authors per- 
haps not a little Vain 1n the wrong place ; 
and challenging a Merit for cen juſt no- 


thing. However the general Caſt of all 


our belt Comedies take a great deal larger 
liberty then theſe preciſe Limitations, and 
foic little or no Air of their Reality by that 
Freedom. However our Audience have 
naturally ſuch a Diſpenſing Goodneſs, in 
relation to thele Tyrannick Rules, that 
they are never for tying up good Witand 
g00d Plot to ſo ſhort a Teddar, as to pinch 
and ftarve them. And thus in the caſe of 
the Re/apſe, our Audience are 1o far from 
angry at Lord Foppifzgtons or Young Faſbi- 
04s Travels to Sir 7 azbelly's, that they ra- 
ther with *ema good Journey, aud find the 
whole Entertainment there worth fifty 
Mites Ramble tor ; and their own Diver- 
lion not at al/too dear bought, for being fo 
far ictcin'd. 


To come to our laſt Unity of Acton. 
flere both Corzeife and his Voucher, are 
boch as down-right dull, and as ſerioutly 
1mpertinent, (as to our Stage Regulation) 
1s their worſt Enemies cou'd wiſh?em. The 
coatriving the caef Buſineſs of our Plays ſingle, 
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5H nauſeous to an Erzliſp Audience, that 
they have almolt. peuk'd at a very good 
Diſh tor no other Fault. For example Mr. 
Gildow's Phaeton, that almoſt funk under 
that only Diſreliſh. On the contrary here 
mult be Under-plots, and conſiderable ones 
too, poſſibly big enough to juſtle the Up- 
per-plot, to ſupport a good Emgliſh Play : 
nay though the Under-plots do not much 
fight azder the great General, and conſequent- 
ly the Play ſplits and the Poem is aonble, as 
Mr. Collier calls it ; yer this inſtead of wea- 
kening the Contrivance or Diluming our Pfpa- 
ſare, ſhall rather ſtrengrhen the one, and 
double the other. For 1nſ{tance 1n fuch a 
Play as the Spaniſh Fryer. Here's Gomes, 
Eluira and Father Do:nim!ck, &c. {o far 
from marching under the Bannors of 7 or- 
riſmozd or Leonora, that "tis enough they 
are Subjects of the ſame Government, and 
Denizens within the {ame City. Walls, to 
recommend them to fo conliderable an un- 
derwalk in the {ame Play. And though as 
Mr. Collier very ftancitully obſerves. 1 his 
ſtrangeneſs of Perſons, diſtiutt Company, and 
Inconnexion of Afﬀairs, deitroys the Unity of 
the Poem. And that therefore the Contr ivance 
#5 juſt as wiſe as it would be to cat a Diamond 
into two. Tacreaſias the Number, abates the 
Value, and by making it more, you make it 
leſs. Yet fuppoſe the Audience in thz 

24 ame 
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ſame Play of tic Spaniſh Fryer, inſtead of 
Fancy! ng Mir. Dr /HAen 12S Cut one Diamond 
into two, ſhould be rather ot the Opinion, 
thi: IC He | as oy d ewo Diamonds together, 
and | iO TIVES US 4 Jun initcad of a {1ngie 
Tewel ; and conſequently both the Lulter 
and Value increaſed ; how will this 1a» 
nond-{plitice got himiclt off? And will not 


=, 


tine Tg ve apt tO think him as indiffe- 
I CI, a L:; 247 j as ie va Cr1iict Y 


Now, Reader, as I have here ſtated the 
whole Prowcls of N:r. Collier, and mu- 
ftePd ail his Forces againſt the Relapſe 
(71S Batteries Of [7:13:07 all: Y and Prof azeſs 
apainit it only excepred; and upon that 
Subject the ingenious Author has taken up 
a much abl-r Pen of 1:5 own:) fol hope 
{have done hum all this publick Right, as 
to inform the Wortd, that he never de- 
viates from himſelf. His Divinity Le- 
Ctures and his C77:7 ones, are ſpoken with 
the famc Viacuions E ELLqUEnge -: He keeps 
up to his Pricciples, and lapſes into no 
more !4:cperance of Reaſon in the one then 
the orher 


_ 


Put fome un:oward R Reiections | can- 
ncr For | oh 41 UL, U PULL 'V 4 0ilier's {10 CXtraoks. 
dinar ' Ludgeon avainit that Play. Has the 
Luthor ſir TH 'd TAQ then any oi hs other pro- 
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fane Brothers of the Quill, that the Divine 
Spir:t of Mr. Colizer, 1 ante animes cle {f ibis 
Ire, {wells { very IMigh againſt him ? Or 
has this fine ular C72! th, in al! this dir:& 


ContradiQion to the whole Opinion of re 
Town, concerning the Relapſe, einer the 
ſame vaiue of his own Judgment, 2s the 
Philoſopher ar his Morality Lecture had of 
Plito's,viz. Plato eft mihi pro omnibus; And 


conſequently his own fingle diflenting Au- 


thority out-weighs all their whole United 
Favour to that Play 2 Or rather (now I 
fancy I have hit it) as he has all along en- 
deavour'd through his Learned ew, &Cc. 
to prove the whoje Audience wanred their 
Chriitian Senſes about them, when they 
can reliſh the preſent Protanets and Debau- 
chery of the Szaze ; {o hos refolved to deny 
*Mm their Contees Serifes LOO, WHICH they 
can hug fo Monſtrous a Darlit ng as the Re- 


[ apſe R 


Having in my grſt Part of my Review, 
already diſcharg'd a grear Load of ſome of 
the moit Capital Bleſpe zemies from King 
Arthur \ Aniphytrion. &c. I ihould proceed | * 
clearing {ome more of the Tnieriour Rub- 
biſh of that kind trom the S:22e. But as a 
great part of that work i1as been done to my 
hands, by the Ingemous Author of the 


Relapſe; I ſhall rather onty make fome 2u- 
D > neral 
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neral Obſervations of that part of Mr. Co/- 
lLiers Remarks. —Here I muſt acknow- 
ledge there's ſome looſer exprefſions of that 
kind that may admit ot Cenfure and 
Correction; yet Mr. Collier's Charge a- 
gainlt them 1s too vehementiy aggravated 
with too Remote and Uncharitable Mitre- 


preſentations. Beſides all thoſe too loole or 


Libertinei:xpreſſions arc charged as the pri- 
vate Sente of the Author, whena great many 
of them are only the Language of the Lt- 
bertine Characters that ſpeak. "them. For 
Inſtance the Lord Foppiizaton lays, Sun; 4 is 
a vite Daz, I mujl comſt]s ; a Max muſt have 
{1ttle :0 do at Church that can iv e Aj ACCOUTIT 
of the Sermon. Is this © ay liaughino at the 
« P:blick Solemniries of INC12107, a if [1712S 
© 477aiulons piece of 12:01 azice ” proteud io 
& the IWor hip of God ? \.50es this E:xorettion 
of Lord Foppinzton amount to any more, 
then that he has no kindneſs for Sundays, 
becauſe they baulk his Courlec of Pleaſures ; 

and that it he goes to Church tis not to 
mind the Sermon, but to Ogle the Ladies? 
And 1s this aniwer to Arbanils any thing 
but what the Audience would expett from 
a Fop of his Vamity 2 And what the Au- 
thor therefore has but honeſtly put into his 
Mouth? And is it for that Reaſon the 


Senſe of the Author himſelf ? 
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The Foo! in the P/ſalmiſt, lays in his 
Heart, there ts no God ;* but I hope Mr. Col- 
lier will not tell us the P/a/mrſ? Iimielt ſays 
ſo. It rhe Poet was accountadie for every 
Excurſion, Levity, Looſneſs or Atheiſm it 
{eli trom every Character 1 his Play, the 
Author of the Lrbertize Deſtroy'a, it he 
were alive, would have a long Black Scroll 
to an{wer for ; in his Doz Job and his two 
wicked Companions : at leaſt it Mr. Col- 
lier had rhe handling of him. 


But granting the Poets have Launch'd a 
little rov boldly, and have put the Liber- 
tine Language in the wrong Mouths; yet 
{t:]] Vir. Co/lzer has made buta very lame 
Collection of them ; when the greater 
part ot his Quotations have fo little ſhadow 
of offence, that nothing but Mr. Colliers 
Magnitying-glaſs can diſcover them. 


For Inſtance, 

Sir Sampſon, in Love for Love ſays, 
Nature has been provident only to Bears aud 
Spiders. © "This (fays Mr. Collier) 1s the 
*& Authors Paraphraſe on the 139th P/alzz. 
And thus he gives God thanks tor the 
Advantage of his Being. The Play ad- 
vances from one Wickedneſs to ano- 
ther, Cc. 
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Could any Interpreter but himſelf have 
made this Glols upon that poor Text? or 
who but the bold Mr. Co/ler durſt have 
brought God himielt upon the Staze, from 
lo lanocent an Exbndlfion ? Bur Mr. Co!l- 
er*s Readers are deſired not to be over-tur- 
priz'd at ſo many Vilionary Protanations 
and | zaſphemics as hee'l mecc with through 
that Learned Author. For to tell you the 
Truth, the Arguing part 1s not ſo much 
fs Buſineis, as the Conjuring. His Work 
is not ſo much ro fd the Devils upon the 


Stage, as to 7a:ſe *em there 


« Inthe Fourth Att of Doz Sevaſt ian, \u- 
* ftapha Dates bis Exaltation ro Turault 

« Jos the ſecond Night of the Moath Abib. 
** Thus you have the Holy Text abuled by 
* Capr. 7 0, and the Bible torn by tne Rab. 
© be. The deitzn of this Liber ty I care 
« underſt ind, unl2i5 it be to make * Muſt 1994 
* 25 conliderable as Hoſes, and the preva- 
a ſence of a 'Fumule as much a Miracle, as 


* the Peliy erance Out of £2 pr. 


Here u#4pha,a Moor of Barbary, for no- 
thing but ſpeaking a4 word in his own Lan- 
guage, and calling the Month- Ab 1n its 
proper Name, becauſe forfoorh that Month 
i5 mention'd 11 Scripture, 15 therefore T ea- 


ring of Bibles, ſetting up new Prophets 
equal- 
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| equaling Moſes, and Bantering of Mira- 
[--- ch [Riſum teneatis Amict ! 


If every Word in the Bible, upon its ad- 
miſſion into Holy Writ, 1s ſo exalted and 
incorporated into the Divinity, that it muſt 
never deſcend into the World again, nor 
enter protane Lips or Humane Converſa- 
tion, under the premunire of Irreligion or 
Blaſphemy ; at this rate a Man muſt have a 
care how he {ends tor his Coat, or a Scho- 
lar for his Books, eſpecially upon a Szaze, 
tor fear of Burleſquing of Scripture, Ban- 
| tering of Apoltles, and even profaning the 
| very Goſpel it felf; and Why? Does nor 
St. Paul 1n his Divine Writ, defire Timothy 
to bring him his Cloak his Books and his 
Parchmeats ? 


- REYES os 


Well, to ſhew my Reader that Mr. Col- 
lier is not the only Muſter-Maſter General 
of the Black Liſt of the Stage Blaſphemies. 
I durit lay him a Wager, that Pll cull him 
a whole Set of them, out of the poor Inno- 
cent Sir Martiz Marral, as topping ones as 
the very biggeſt 1n his whole Collection, 
and all tounded upon as Natural a Confſtru- 
ftion, &c. And poſſibly 1n fo doing, I may 
give my Reader a little clearer Light into 
the Strength and Dint of Mr. Co/lzer's Elo- 
; quent Reaſoning upon that Subyect, 
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To begin therefore at the lower Form, 
and fo ric Gradatim. Warmer tays of Sir 
Martiza, His Follies arelike a Sore 13 a Sur- 
feited Horſe : Care it n one place, and it will 
break out in another, 1s not this plain Bur- 
le/que upon Holy Scripture, and a profane 
Ralley upon the Divine Solomon himſelf ? 
For does not he tell us, Bray a Fool iz 4 
Morter, yet his fooliſhze/s will mot de- 
part from him. And tho' Mr. Dryaew, tor 
his incurable Fool, does not borrow the 
Words, he borrows the plain Sexſe from S0- 
lomon;, and his diiguiting the Language, 
(to ſpcak like Mr. Collzer) 100 thin a Screen 
i9 cover the profanation, 


Sir Martin. I am refolved io Rull my ſelf. 
Warner. Tos are Maſter of your own Boay. 
Sir Martin. HY jou let me damn my Yorl £ 

Warncer. Lt OUT pleaſure yg 45 the Devil 

aid you can agree about it. 

W hat, do es this Author make a Teſt of 
Dothan ? The moſt ſerious Confſidera- 
ti00 of icath and Eternity thus trifled 
with? © Is there xo Drverſton without inſult - 
'* io the God that made us, the Goodneſs that 
* would ſave us, and the P SL that can Damn 


1a page 95. [ can't forbear expreſſing my 


« ſelf viih ſore war mth under theſe provocati- 


« oas; nhat Chriſtian can be UNOnern'a at 


a ſuch Intollerable Abuſes ? page 80. 


Lord 


(45) 

Lord Dartmouth to Mrs. Chriſtian.Pret- 
ty Innocence ! let me ſit nearer to you, you 
dowt underſtand what Lowe I bear you; 1 
vow it 1s ſo pure, my Soul”s not ſullied with 
one ſpot of Sin. Were you a Daughter or a 


Siſter to me, with a more Holy Flame I could 
aot Burn. 


How now ! What 1s this Hypocrite Li- 


bertine, in {educing his Young Mrs. Court- 
' ing her in the very Language of Divine 
Inſpiration! For who can burn with Holy 
Flames,but Sazzts,Confeſſors and Martyrs? Nay 
does not the Divine Spozſe, the very Type 
of our Sav/oar , 1n the Cartices, all along 
burn with Holy Flames ? 


CC 


«<< 


C 


£ 
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« What a ſpight have theſe Men to the 
God that Made them, and the Saviour 
that Redeemed them ? How do they Re- 
bell upon his Bounty, and artack him 
with his own Reaſon ? "Theſe Gyants in 
wickednels, how would they Ravage 
with a Stature proportionable 2 They 
that can {wagger in *Impotence, and 
Blaſpheme upon a Mole-hill ! What 
would they do, it they had ſtrength ro 
their good Will 7 


Sir Martin to Warner. Hell well, I a7 a 


Fool ! but what am 1 the nearer for being one ? 


Warner. 
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Warner. 0, yes ; a ereat deal the nearer : 
For now Fortune 1s bound to provide for you, 
as Hoſpitals are Built for Lame People that 
cart help themſelves, 


W hat does this Author mean by For- 
tune ? Ts not this ſpoken by the principal 
Character, .the only Man of Senſe in the 
Play ? And coming from the Viouth of a 
Chriſtian ;, conlequently, here are wo Pagap 
Drivinities in the Scheme (page 83) Fortune 
1s no Goade/s 1n the Chriſtian Theology, *tis 
the Divine Proviceace alone, 1s the Dif- 
penſer of our Humane bleſſings. © So that all 
*« the Atheiſtick Kaillery muſt point upoa the 
© true God, Here Profaneſs i ſput out from 
& Defence, and lies open without Colour or FE. 
« waſion: Poris not here under the No- 
tion or Name ot Fortun?e, even Divine Pro- 
vidence, and what's that but G— himſelt, 
& (Oh the wery Eſſence and Snirit of BYaſphe- 
« my brought 14 upon the moſt riaicutous Oc- 
« caſion ? VIZ. to provide for a Fool? Nay, 
he's bound, tyed, obliged; *ris no leſs then 
his very Daty to provide for him. Oh Ex- 
ecrable, Execrable! < Tis too hideous to 
* lye upon Paper. 


Nay the latter half of the Diabolical Sen- 
tence {1vours almoſt as rank of the Cloven- 


Foot, as the bezinung. For 1s not here a 
SAr- 


| 


Sarcaſtical ſquint upon Hoſpitals? And pray 
what are Hoſpitals, but the moſt Religious 
Foundations of Charity ; and poſhbly the 
moſt ſh:ning Structures of Chriſtianity ! Let 


your Licht ſo ſhine, that Men may ſee your g00d 


Morks, apa Gleriſie your Father which 1s 1a 
Heaven, Belides are not thoſe Hoſpitals 
generally of Roza/ Foundation ? And there- 
tore does not this Scurriuous Scribler rally 
even upon Crows d-Heaas themielves ? Nay 
docs not. One of thoſe Holpitals ſtand upon 
a Proiejiaut Foundation, Rais'd by the 
Pious Ypung Edward? And dare this Im- 
pudent Panterer paſs his ſcofling Teſts upon 
the very Reformation? Tn ſhort, he begins 
his moſt audacious Profanefls upon the Ma: 
jeity of Heavez, and ends 1t upon the Ma- 
jelty of Kynes. 


Warner zel's Sir Martin, That his Di- 
reſs is to be Married in Private, to f:ve the 
Effuſion of Chriſlian Money. What! Is the 
Title of Chri//zaz, the very badg of our 
Faith, and Scal of our Baptr/mz, given to 
that filthy Jdol Mczey? Are we ferting up 
the Old Goldez Calf, and diſplaying the 
very Bannor of our Salvation betore him ? 
The delign of this Liberty I cannot under- 
ſtand, unleis it be the making a God of 
Mammoz, the Cheſts of Old A4oody the 
Shrine of the Dezzy, and the {quandering 
the 


the leaſt Relique from fo Sacred a Divin- 
ty, as much as the Eftuſion of the whole 
Blood of the Martyrs. & And all this ina 
** Chriſfttan Country, in a Reform'd 
* Church; and in the Face of Aut'ority ? 
* Wecll I perceive the Devil was a Saint 1n 
* Iis Uracles, to what he 1s in his Plays. 
* His Blaſphemies areas much improv'd 
* as his Style ; and one would think the 
* Muſe were Leg1on. 


FF 


Lady Dzpe (ſpeaking of Mrs. Chri/t:az, 
whom my Lord Dart” outh had 1 :ebauch'd) 

Dzad your Loraſh1p win her ſoon + e 

Lord. No M. 14am, but-with zreat Difficult 

Lady Dupe. I am glad 07 q It ſhews 4, 
Girl had ſome Religion in her. 


Religion ! What in playing the Whore ! 
Is not Religion the whole Duty oi Man , 
the whole Þalts of Chriſtianity, and the 
very key to Heaven? Andis this Author 
therefore making a Saint of a Dalil/ah, turn- 
ing W antonnels into Picty, Lewdneſs into 


Devotion, CI. 


* This 1s plain Blaſphemy within the 
& Law, comes as 1t were from the Panazmo- 
© aiam, and almoſt {mells of Fire and 
<« Brimftone. This is an Eruption of 


'* Hell witha Witneſs ; I almoſt wonder 
— 


"uw 
* the Sun, and turn'd the Air to Plague 
* and Poiſon! 


; © Theſe are outrageous Provocations, e- 
*© nough to-arm all Nature in Revenge ; to 
* exhauſt the. Judgments of Heaven, and 
«« {ink the Iſland in the Sea ! 


 T could run on with this Spiritual Cant, 
( for that's the honeſteſt Name I can here 
give:it ) and colleft you a whole Volume 
of this kind. of. Jargon ;. but this Sample, 
will ſuffice, to ſhew you: how eaſy tis .to. 
extract Blaſphemy frem Mr. Co/lzer's Lim- 
beck. : And here I'le poſitively. ( all jeſting 
laid aſide ) juſtify,. That theſe Qtiotations 
from honeſt : Sir Martin,  haye. as ſolid: a 
Foundation: for all the foregoing blaſphes 
mous Conſtructions ; and .every Inference L 
have here made is as Genuine, as aboye twa. 
thirds of Mr. Co//zer's whole Colleion' up+ 
on that Topick.. Now, if this be really che 
whole Dinr of his Conſtructive Reaſoning, 
and conſequenrly there's nothing here quo- 
ted, or: harangued, but what Mr. Collier 
might honeſtly father; I would ask. any, 
rational Man, where lies the Blaſphemy in. 
the Text, or the Comment; and, Who's the 
Blaſphemer, che Poet, or the. Co/lzer 2 . And; 
thus, as Mr. Co/lier's. Tep-Eloquence and, 
Reaſoning, ſtands upon. this crazed Baſis, Is 
| F. 1 


1T 


ano uyg—— ST. 
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It not time to wiſh him clean Straw, a dark 
Room, and good Nurſery, for his Reco- 


very ? 


But to make a littler farther Anſwer to 
the unreaſonable Offence Mr. Collier has tav | 
ken againſt che Stage upon the - profane Ac- | 
count ; we ſhall give one remarkable Eyvi- 
dence, Thar Profaneſs, Irreligion, or Irre- 
verence to God, or his Divine Word, or 
any Expreſſions tending to Blaſphemy, 
( however ſeveral may be miſrepreſented 
ſuch, more than really ſo ) are not willful- 
ly the Stages Fault. For it has been a cu- 
ſtomary PraCtice, more cſpecially of late, 
and which has gain'd the very Force of a 
Law, upon the Engliſh Stage ; not only to 
avoid the irreverent, or idle uſing of the 
Name of God, but even not to uſe it at 
all. For Inſtance, in all our Plays that 
are founded upon a Chiſtian Story ; in all 
the deepeſt Diſtreſſes of Tragedy, where 
"tis highly natural, and eyen as reaſonable, 
( and therefore more Pardonable ) for the 
ſuftering Characters to ſtart into any Invo- 
cation, or other Mention, of Heav'n ; the 
Language of that kind, ſpeaks always in 
the Heathen Dialect : For either Fate, Stars, 
Deſtiny; or otherwiſe, Gods, Powers, Deityes, 
Immortals, all in the plural Number, and 
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the ſame Heathen Baſis, are promiſcuouſly 
uſed upon all Occaſions. And thus we 


break the very Unity of the Stage, in bring- 


ing the old Heathen Theology, ro ſpeak 
Engliſh in our own Modern Subjes, on 
purpoſe to give no ſhadow of Offence to 
the Chriſtian Religion, nor to uſe that 
Great Name upon a Fictitious Occaſion. 
'Tis true the Name of God may ſometimes 
but rarely be uſed, as for inſtance by Car- 
dinal Woolſey after his diſgrace, in the Play 
of Henry the Eighth. 


Had I but ſerved my God with half that Zeal 
I ſerv'd my King, he would not in my Age 
Have left me- Naked to my Enemies. 


Burt here, both the Solemneſs of the Oc- 
caſion, and theſe the Expreis Words of 
Woolſey, taken from the Chronicle, excuſe 
this Liberty. But otherwiſe even in our Co- 
medies, we Write and Speak all upon the 
Heathen Scheme of Divinity ; as Phzlocles 


in the Mayden Queen. 


So when it Thunders, 


Men reverently quit the open Ayr, 
Becauſe the angry Gods are then abroad. 


Toanſwer a little farther to the Danger- 


ous Impreſſions upon the Aﬀections, thar 
E 2 both 
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(52) 
boch the primitive Fathers, and Mr. Collier 
ſeem to fear. from the Stage, I have this to 


urge. - If it be Lawful to read a Profane 
Hiſtory either True or Romantick; 'tis e- 
qually, if not more Lawful, to hear that 
Truth or Romance digeſted into a Drama, 
and perſonally repreſented: on' the Stage : 
And for theſe Reaſons. 


But before I proceed, I fancy Mr. Collier 
will aſſent with me; That both F7/ory and 


Romance arc lawful to be rcad ; I am ſure 


he ſeems to be ſtrongly of that Opinion in 
his Introduction to his Remarks upon Dox 
Quixot, where he telis us, © This Poet, 
** ( meaning Mr. Durfey ) writes from the 
** Romance of an ingenious Author : By this 
** means his Scnce and Characters are cut 
* out to his Hand. He has wiſely planted 
** himſelf upon the Shoulders of a Gyan! ; 
** but whether his Diſcoveries anſwer the 
* Advantages of his ſtanding, the Reader 
©* muſt judge. 


This high Encomium upon the Author 
of the Romance of Don Qn:xot, ſeems in 
{ome meaſure to applaud, or at leaſt juſti- 
fie the compoſure it ſelf : And if Fiftion, e- 
ven in its loweſt Claſs, viz. in that Mock 
Romance, may bear ſo fair CharaCfer from 
Mr. Colliers own Acknowledgment ; ſure 

we 
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we may conclude, that Hiſtory, and the 
higher Rank of Fiftion, may come within 
the pale of Licenceable and Lawful. 


To proceed then with my Argument. 


What is Fliſtory or Romance, but the Re- 
lation of Human 447ons, Paſſions, and Con- 
verſation 2 And that Relation Narratively,or 
Dramatically ſer forth, difters only in the 
Modus and Form, not Subſtance : Thus, whe- 
ther I read or hear a Hiſtory or Romance 
read to me, and conſequently what is ſpo- 
ken or delivered to'me in the ſingle Narra- 
tion one way, from one Mouth; or in the 
Theatrick Repreſentation another way , 
from twenty Mouths ; ſtill the difference 
lies only in the Formand Manner of the Con- 
veyance of that Truth or Fiftt;on to my Ear, 
Apprehenſion and Aﬀections, and not in 
the Truth or Fiction it ſelf : So that if the 
Stage be any ways Dangerous or Offenſive, 
that Offence and Danger lies not in the 
Play or Subjeft of it, but the bare playing 
af it, as it 1s ſet forth upon our Stages. © 


What then, ſo extraordinary does the 
playing it ſelf perform ? Does it imprint the 
ſubject of the Hiſtory, or Fiftion, too live- 
ly in the Fancy, more than the bare Read- 
ing it can do; and conſequently kaves too 
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Paſſionate a Fondneſs behind it, for any of 
the Characters repreſented in the Play ? 
No, quite contrary. For he that Reads a 
Hiſtory, or Romance, if a ſenſible Reader, 
raiſes in his own Fancy ſome 7dea of this 
or that Hero or Heroine, or perhaps Liber- 
tine or Lover, which he ſhapes to himſelf 
more or leſs lovely ; chiefly from the per- 
ſonal Deſcription of the Character, the Bra- 
very, the Adventures, and Diſtreſſes, Sc. 
which he reads in the Hiſtory ; and partly 
from his own Humour or Inclinations which 
poſſhblv may recommend one particular 
Character, more to his Favour then another. 
The perſenal [dea of this Hiſtorical or Ro- 
mantick Favourite, he carries with him 
from his Cloſet to his Bed, and can riſe with 
it to morrow : For as 'tis a Form of his own 
Creation, his Scene of Farcy gives it an 
Air of 7ruth and Life. 


But when you ſee the Hero or Heroine, 
or any other Darling in a Play, *tis in the 
perſon of the Attour or Attreſs. And tho' 
this Adour or Afreſs poſlibly by their Mens, 
their Gefvres and Adtions, for the time they 
are pjaying, may tranſport you into as ma- 
ny Raptures of Tenderneſs, Admiration, Or 
what not, as the Darling in the /7i/tory or 
Romance ; yet here when the Play's done,the 
Charm is ended. No ſooner is the Cur- 

rain 
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tain faln, but borh the Zero and the Fero- 
ine are no more to you, than the Bettertor 
and Barry. You carry away the pleaſure 
indeed of knowing you have been wittily 
cheated for two hours and a half. Bur all 
your whole Concern for 'em, even thoſe 
moſt laſting Impreſſions, viz. of Piry and 
Compaſſicn, arc now all over: For you are 
cheated no longer. And all for this plain 
reaſon, viz. you want that darling per/ona! 
[dea, which the Reading only :can give you, 
not the Play:ng. Tis true, you | ſay, the 


ſeeing a Play may-raiſe an AﬀeRion in us 


for the Virtues, Honour or Bravery, or pol- 
ſibly for ſome worle Qualification in ſome 
darling Charafer in a Play, abſtracted from 
the Perſon in the Play, viz. the Comedian 
that preſents it : Howeyer the Z/tory or Ro- 
mance does all this, rather more then the 
Drama ; for much the ſame reaſon, as Pre- 
cept alone is not ſo preyalent as Precept and 
Example together, viz. here's nothing bur 
the Charms of the Argument in the Play can 
leave an Impreſſion ; but in the Hiſtory or 
Romance, here is not only that Charm, bur 
the perſonal Charms too in the foremention- 
ed 7dea that make the Impreſſion, and there- 
by ſtrengthen and , heighten the forces of 
Reading, by a more laſting Image of Reality 
above thoſe of Atens, 


E 4 Nay, 
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Nay, Reading it ſelf gives us a king of 
Theatrical 06; Is of the whole ſub- 
iect we read. The Reader can no ſooner en- 
er into a great or paſſionare Story, bur he 
builds a Stage in his Fancy ; he follows,in his 
Eye of Imagination, both the Hero to the 
Field, and the Lover to the Bour, the Grott 
or the Cloſet; and has not only the aforeſaid 
perſonal Ideas, but alſo all the whole Scene 
of Action painted in his Fancy. And a too 
dangerous Impreſſion ( if ſuch can'be receiv: 
ed from either of them) may as eaſily be 
taken from a favourite Cheracter uppn this 
Stage, as the Play-houſe one. So (that if 
Reading: of Books, as *tis plain, be equally; 


or rather mote dangerous, than Atting of 


Plays; when Mr. Co/lzer ſhuts up the Play- 
houſes, and denies the Ladies and Gentle- 
men their Diverſions on the.Srage, he muſt 
diſmantle thejr Cloſers too; nay, - he muſt 
carry his ſlaughtring hand: too, from Drury 
Lane and little Lincolns-Inn-Fields, to Paul's 
Church-yard and Little Britain ; and make 
a more general Conflagration amongſt them, 
than that in St. Fair's Church under Pauls 
after the Fire of Lange, | 


Amongſt the many Scandals and Offen- 
ces this Author ncets with from che Stage; 
that of Sweirirg and Curſug upon it, is. a 


very cryi! ing One. Tis true he aoes not de- 
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{cend to particulars, and tell us which and 
what are thoſe Oaths, ſo frequently uſed in 
the Stage. However he quotes a Statute of 
the 3d of Fac. Chap. 21. againſt Swearing 
in the P/ay-houſe. 56 


For the preventing, and avoiding of the 
great Abuſe of the Holy Name of God in Stage 
Plays, and Interludes, &c. Be it Enafted, &c. 
That if at any time, after the end of EY 
ſent Seſſion, &c. Any Perſon, or Perſons do, or 
ſhall, in any Stage-Plays, Enterlude, ſhew, &c. 
Feſt ingly or Profanely Speak, or uſe the HolyName 
of God or of Chriſt Jeſus, or of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or of the Trinity, which are not to be ſpoken, 
but with Fear aud Reverence, ſhall forfeit for 
every ſuch Offence, &c. Ten Pounds, 


* By this Act not only direct Swearing, 
*« but all Invocation of the Name of God is 
* forbidden. *'Tis true, Here is Swearing 
by any or all of the Three Perſons in the 
Godhead, or Speaking, or uſing their Ho- 
ly Names, viz. Je/tingly or Profanely, (ſo that 
Cardinal Woolſey's Naming of God, as men» 
tioned before, falls not under this Premu- 
nire ) is expreſsly fordidden by this AR. 
Bur all this while, Cur/ing on the Stage is 
not at all forbid : Nor the General Rate of 
Swearing upon the Stage ; ſuch as By this 
Hand. By my Hopes. By this good Light. 
Ry. Fove. By Heavens; and a hundred 
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more of them; which though of a Minor 
Claſs are all Swearing. 


Now as the whole Wiſdom of the Nation 
' In Parliament Aſſembled, at the making this 
Act of Fac. were here fate in Conſult for 
the Honour of God, and his Great Name ; 
and conſequently had Profaneſs, Curſing, and 
Swearing 1mmediately under their pious 
Conſideration; and the Play-houſe in par- 
hcular, in Examination before them: Would 
not one reaſonably imagine, that this great 
Council of the Nation, would have made more 
thorough-work of the Reformation, that 
lay then upon their Hands; and conſe- 
-,quently, have lay'd ſome Mul&, or puniſh- 
- ment, though poſſibly but of Ten Groats, 
inſtead of Ten pounds, upon theſe Inferiour 
profaneſſes of the Stage, viz. If they had 
thought theſe Swearings, or the Curſtngs, 
upon the Stage, had been Offenſive to Go, 
Good Manners or Religion ? All this, I fay, 
might very Reaſonably be ſuppoſed. But 
on the contrary, their univerſal Silence in 
that point looks like a tact Confeſſion, thar, 
here were both X7nz, Lords, ( Spiritual and 
Temporal ) and Commons, a whole Natzon, 
all poſſeſs'd with a much more favourable 
Opinion of the Stage, than Mr. Coller ; and 
not ſuch over-violent Cenſors of the Faults 


of it. At this rate a 77mons of Athens, with 
 ICe 
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repeated Curſes againſt all Mankind ; nay, 
a raving Oedipas, confounding the whole 
World, jumbling Earth and Heaven roge- 
ther ; blotting out Sun, Moon and Stars, 
and leaving the very Gods to J#/tle in the 
Dark ; would have found more Mercy at 
the Tribunal of a whole Kingdom, then 
ſrom- one. Judge Co!/ier upon' the Bench a- 
gainſ{t them. | 


Another Objection he makes againſt 
Swearing in the Play-houſe, is this : © Be- 
** ſides rhat 'tis an ungenclemanly, as well 
* as unchriſtian Practile, the Ladies make 
* a conſiderable part of the Audience. And 
** Swearing before Women is reckon'd a 
© Breach of Good Behaviour ; and there- 
* fore a civil Atheutt will forbear it. Beſides, 
* Oaths arc a boiſterous and tempeſtuous 
& fort of a Converſation, &'c. A Woman 
*© will ſtart ar a Soldier's Oath, almoſt as 
* much as at the Report of his Piſtol, &c. 


I doubt not but a So/dierly Oath may be 
2 little terrible to the Fair Sex : Burt a Lo- 
ver's Oath, J] fancy, is not altogether ſo 
dreadful ro 'em : And 'tis that ſort of Swear- 
ing reigns moſt upon the Stage. By thoſe 
farr Eyes; and, By thoſe ſweet Charms, and 
Twenty others of the ſame kind, are Oaths 
that carry not altogether ſo much Thunder 


in 
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in 'em, as a Volly from the Black-Guard : 
And, poſlibly, the Diſcharge of one of choſe 
Oaths would ſcarce fright the Ladies, in 
their Night-Gowns, and their Bed-Cham- 
bers. Nay, if the Feminine Courage dares 
not ſtand a greater Shock than this, they 
mult have a Care how they open cheir dear 
Cowley, for fear of being frighred there 


L009. 


By Heavens ! ['ll boldly tell her, that *tis fhe : 
For , why ſhould. ſhe Þ” A 'd, or angry be, 
To be belowv'd by me ? 


Another great, or rather greateſt Trant\- 
greſſion of the Stage, is, the Abuſe of the 
Clergy : Hinc ile Jachrime. Ay, tis this 
Mortal Crime that pulls down all the Ven- 
gCeance ; and, poſlibly, tis from hence the 
mourning Stage lies under the heavieſt 
Weight of this Canonical Author's Dif- 
pleaſure. All the reſt of the Ar#7zrary Li- 
centioufneſs of the Stage, perhaps had never 
provoked all this es. lh Indignation, nad 
it not couch'd that Maudlin. 


This Author, in his Voluminous Chapter | 
upon that Head, gives us a long and labo- 
rious Declamation upon the Honour of the 
Prieſtood, He ſets out their whole untaint- 


ed /Zeraldry at full View ; and bids the In- 
ſolence 
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folence of Dramarical Scandal and Calumny 
have a care how they dare preſume to find 
a Blot in ſo fair a Scutcheon, Here Mr. Co/- 
lier lays a very loud Charge againſt the 
Stage, for this particular Profanation - Bur, 


 mcthinks, he's hard put to't for Evidence 


and Proof to ſupport the [ndifmexnt, when 
the f1:7t VW7rneſs he brings in is Father Domi- 
nick, in the Spaniſh Friar. © This Dominick iS 
** made (he telis you) a Pimp for Lorenzo - 
** Heis call'd a Parcel of Holy Guts and Gar- 
: bage ; and ſaid to have Room in his Belly 
* for his Church-Steeple. Methinks, I ſay, 
it looks a little odly, that Mr. Co/zer, to 
prove theſe Stage-Abuſes of the Clergy up- 
on us, ſhould be forc'd to run to Rome for 
the Scandal ; vz. in the Character of a Fa- 
ther Dominick. Bur, perhaps, his own par- 
ricular Tenderneſs for the Fcclefraſticks of 
that Cloth, may make him reſent a Drama- 
tical Stain in a Food and a Cowle, as a more 
Capital Abuſe of the Clergy, chan one'in a 
Scarf and Caſſock. | 


| But if our Fneliſh Stage has now and 
then a little expoſed ſome of the Tatter'd 
and Daggl'd Gowns, Sc. methinks, rhe Au- 
thor of the Perſuafrve to Conſtderation, that 
falls himſelf fo heavy, both upon the Head 
and Body of the Church, thould not be ſo 
leyere upon the Stage, for only rallying: 
lome 
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ſome parr of the 7ai/ of it. Nay, 'tis yet 
a «little more ſtrange, that this Author 
ſhould quarrel with the Stage for this Bold- 
neſs with rhe Clergy, when he himſelf has 
furniſh'd it with one of the moſt Divertive 
Charatters for a Comedy ; and one that would 
bear as juſt and as honeſt a Satyr, as any 
that ever appear'd upon it: For his very 
Remarks upon the Relapſe, as he has ma- 
nag'd them, abſtracted from the reſt of 
Mr. Colier's Singularities, would ſupply a 
Subject even for a whole Farce; and carry 
as fair a Title, call'd, The Parſon turn'd Cri- 
tick, as ever grac'd a Playhouſe-Bill. Bur, 
to ſhew this Divine Author, that the Stage- 
Spirit of Scandal 1s not ſo very rampant 
againſt the Clergy, I am commitſſion'd to tell 
him, that notwithſtanding he has furniſh'd 
chem with ſo copious, and ſo pregnant a 
Subject ; yer {Ull his Gows, even his quon- 
dam Gown, ſhall protect him : Nay, the 
Play-houſes are reſolv'd to bear all the falſe 
and malicious Inſults and Barbarities he has 
heap'd upon them, with that Return of 
Meekneſs and Forgiveneſs ; that Mr. Collier 
himſelf (if not paſt it) the very Divine, 
may go to School to the Theatre, to learn 
even Chri/tanity from a Play-houſe Exam- 
ple, whilſt the Szage fthall preach to the 


> RTIN 
Paricn. 
_ 


Next, 


Next, For the Immoralities 'and Licen- 
tiouſneſs of the Stage. Here I am ſorry 
Mr. Col/zer has any Occaſion to find Of- 
fence ; and more ſorry that the Age has cor- 
rupted the Stage ; whilſt the Efeminacy of 
the two laſt Reigns has both furniſh'd the 
Stage with ſo many Libertine Piftures, and 
indulg'd their Reception. 


I ſhall join farther with Mr. Co/ier, and 
heartily wiſh, that both the Levity of Ex- 
preſſion, and the too frequent Choice of De- 
bauch'd Charafters, in our Comedzes, were re- 
trench'd, and mended : That alſo the Prize 
in the Comedy might be always given to ſome 
deſerving Yertue that wins it; and conſe- 
quently, our Comedzes, even Fiction it {elf, 
might be made more Inſtructive, by a Poe- 
tick Juſtice, in rewarding and crowning the 
Vertuous Characters with the Succeſs in the 
Drama. VI join with him farther, and ac- 
knowledge that he has given us one very 
true Reaſon, why our Comedzes are not ſo 
well furniſh'd with that better Choice of 
Vertuous Characters, as 'tis ro be wiſh'd 
they were ; .and that is, from the Lazzneſs of 
the Authors. *©* To fetch Diyerſion ( as he 
* ſays) from Innocence, is no ſuch eafic mat- 
** ter; there's no ſucceeding in it,it may be,in 
© this Method, without Sweat and Drudg- 

| ** 10g. 
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* ing: Clean Wit, inoftenſive Homour, and 
* handſom Contrivance require Time and 
* Thought : And who would be at this Ex+ 
* pence, when the Parchaſc is ſo cheap an- 
* other way. 


(o__ 


C 
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This more innocent Model of Plays, I 
confeſs, would give both that greater Lu- 
ſtre to the Stage, and that fairer Reputation 
co the Authors, as were truly worth the 
Poer's Sweating and Drudging for, as he 
calls it. . Bur, all this while, I hope Mr. Ce/ 
lier does not. expe that 4/7 the CharaQters, 
in the Comedy ſhould be Virtuous :. A Com- 
poſition of that kind cannot: well be made ; 


nor would ſuch a Compoſition truly reach 


the whole Inſtruftive Ends of the Drama. 
Contraria juxta fe pofita magis eluceſcunt, is a 
very great Maxim, The. Foy! ſets off: the Dias 
»mond. And that Foyl, I may venture to fay, 
is wanted inthe Comedy, to make the Vir- 
rue ſhine the brighter. For Inſtance, in the 
Relapſe ; There ſeems to be a Neceſlity of a 
Treacherous Berinthia, (even with her looſeſt 
Arguments ) to en/nare, and a Libertine Wor- 
thy to attack a,Virtuous Amanda. . Virtue 
cannot very well be wrought up to any Dra- 
matick PerfeQtion, nor {parkle with any con- 
ſiderable Brightneſs and Beauties, unleſs it 
ſtands a Temptation, and ſurmounts it. We 


have a Provetbial Saying; that will hardly 
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allow that Woman to be truly chaſte, chat 
has never been try'd. This I am ſure, the 
nobleſt Triumphs of Virtue are made by the 
Aſlaults it can reſiſt and conquer. Thus 
the Relapſer's Amanda crowns her Chara- 
ter even with a double Laurel ; not only 
by [luſtrating and (I may, not improperly, 
{ay ) ere her own Invincible Vir- 
tus in the Aſſault ſhe has repulſed ; bur like- 
wiſe, in the Converſion of her Aſſailing Li- 
bertine. "Tis not ſuppoſed therefore that 
the Dramatick Poet muſt. be oblig'd to bor- 
row his Charafers of Virtue from Lazy 
Cells, and Melancholy Cloyſters; a Copy 
from a Hermit, or an Anchoret, No; His 
Characters of Virtue muſt come forth into 
the gay World, with Levity, Vanity, nay, 
Temptation it ſelf, all round them. They 
muſt go to the Court, the Ball, the Maſque, 
the Muſick-Houſes, the Dancing-Schools, 
nay, to the very Prophane Play-Houſes 
themſelyes; (to ſpeak. in Mr. Co/zer's Dia- 
Jet; ) and yet come oft unconquer'd. Theſe 
ate the Virtues that, to be Inſtructive to an 


Audience, are what ſhould tread the Stage. 


And conſequently, if our Poets will ſet 
forth ſuch Virtue, they muſt find her all 


| this Worldly Converſation, and furniſh the 


Drama accordingly. 
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But now to come tro a Concluſion, and 
ſumm the whole Merits of his YV:ew of the 
Stage, &C. | 


Conſidering the Weakneſs and Fal- 
ſity of his greateſt and moſt important 
Arguments in that Piece. I may ſay; 
He's the Counſel at the Bar, not the 
Judge upon the Bench. All that bawling 
Eloquence pleads not for Trath, but Con- 
84-1 - and with the very ſame Triumph, 

oth the Gown and the Long Robe, pride 
themſelves in their ſucceſs. *Tis he gains 
the Reputation and Applauſe of being the 
Ableſt Lawyer, that can carry the weakeſt 


Caule. 


Oh 7ruth ! Divine 7ruth ! How beauti- 
ful wouldſt thou appear in thy native Glo- 
ry, naked | But when thy Orators have 
rigg'd thee out with all their falſe Rheto- 
rick, and a whole ſuperfzrtation of ftretchr 


Senſe, rack'd Argument, extorted Suggeſti- 
ons, and ſo much additional Fiftions and 


Forgetics to fill up thy ſpurious Train ; 


what with the Paint, Patch, Plume, and all 


the falſe Drapery about thee, they bring 
thee forth in all that pomp and magnificence, 


when thou art leaſt thy Self. And thus if 


all this Fucus, and all theſe gawdy Frap- 


pings unhappily miſlead the Weak, the Ea- 
ly, 
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ſy, and the Ignorant, the fond Eyes, and 
captivated" Hearts. before thee ; *tis not thy 
own, but thy Fezabe/ charms, . that conquer 


them ! 


Here I muſt beg my Reader's pardon for 
ſpeaking too much in the Stile'of Mr. Co/- 
ler, and running a little into Rapture up- 
on this occaſion. But to bring the plain 
matter home to his own door, 1 do declare 
in all the Triumphs he has gain'd by his 
View of the Stage, amongſt all the Cap- 
tives his Eloquence has: made him; the 
reat Proſelites to his Cauſe are not gain'd 
by the Truth, bur by the Falſchagd, in char 
Treatiſe. For Inſtance, 'Tis not the ſetting 
out of the Libertine, or Jilt, in our Come- 
dies with a little roo much free Air ; or 
the-larding our Modern Plays with ſome- 
times too much of.the Smut, and.double 
Entendres, &'c. And for the profane part, 
'tis not Mr. Durfey's Furniture of Lucifer's 
Kitchen; his Garbidge of Souls, nor Raſhers of 
Fools, &c. nor his profaning of Balaam's Aſs 
in his Epilogue, p. 199. nor Lady Froth's 
making Jehu a Hackney Coachman, P 64. nor 
Sharper's making himſelf a God-father to 
Vain Love, wowing. and promiſing in his 
Name, &c. p. 63. Nor Angelica's telling Sir 
Sampſon, that the ftrongeſt of his Name pull'd 
My old houſe over his head ; nor Sancho's ſen- 
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ding the Jew, his Father, to Abraham's Bo- 
Joi, p. 72. nor x ny for ſaying Marriage 


makes a Man an Wife one Fleſh, but leaves 
'em two Fools, p. 82. nor Faſhion for kicking 
his Conſcience down [tairs, p. 79, &c. nor Scan 
dal, for ſaying, That Solomon was a wiſe 
__ for his great Judgment in Aſtrology. 


"Tis not theſe, nor all the reſt of thoſe 
minor Brethren in Iniquity ; No, not with 
all Mr. Colliers perverſe Diſcant upon 
them, that run down the Stage : But the 
more blaſphemous Execrations in King Ar- 
thur, and Abſolon and Achitophel ; and that 
more prodigious maſs of Blaſphemy, Mr. 
Dryden's whole Play of Amphitryon ( as we 
have ſet forth in our firſt Part ) and to all 
theſe,the Fulminations of the Primitive Fa- 
thers, with their Seat of Infeon, their Chair 
of Peſtilence, &c. (how foreign to his Caule, 
and = feeble their Authority, we have 
already diſcourſed, ) 'Tis upon this laſt Ba- 
bel work, a pile that almoſt reaches Hea- 
ven, thar Mr. Collier gives the Stage the 
moſt mortal Blow, and conſequently: yas 
all-the aforclaid Proſclires. 


Bur the y"" is not to wonder that 
Falſchood is the grear Charmer in that 
Treatiſe ; for, to tell you the Truth, 'twas 
both founded in q alſch 00d, and ſtands 'f 
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ported by it. For though Religion and Re- 
formation was the pretence ; inſtead of a 
Cole from . the Altar to inſpire the Zeal, 
here was a warmer D»/cis Odor, fifty Guinea's 
Copy-money thar animared the Cauſe. And 
chough, God forbid, I ſhould infer, Thar 
che Labours either of Learning Piety 
ſhould go unrewarded ; yet, to confirm my 
Aſſertion, that 7»tere/t was here rhe Govern- 
ing Aſcendant : Pzety never falfifies, nor 
prevaricates : He had never built fo mali- 
cious, and ſophiſtical a Fabrick, upon fo 
holy a Ground, had Conſcience laid the 
Corner ſtone. Bur as that Inferior firſt Mo- 
ver ſet him at work, fo he managed with 
Tools accordingly. Like the Lawyer ar rhe 
Bar, as I ſaid before, the Fee was large, 
and Pleadiags muſt deſerve it. And there- 
fore as nothing but a total Overthrow of 
the Stage coutd make it ſo ſelling a Copy, 
and conſequently afford the' Author thar 
Encouragement ; for gaining that point, he 
lay under the neceſſiry not only of Sephi- 
ſtry, Miſconſtruttion, &c. ſretehing every leaſt 
Peccadilio more unmercifully, than a Dwarf 
in a Procryſtes Bed, but even of dragging 
in the Primtive Fathers ; nay, the Apoſtles, 
and Goſpel 1t {elf rightor wrong, to do the 
laſt Execution.” 
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 *Twas thus this Dagon roſe, and thus it 
gain'd The popes Knees that bend before 
it ; and indeed 'tis much ſuch another Spi- 
rit of Falſechood, that gives it Fame and _ 
Repuration : For it goes for Current Au- | 
thority. round the whole Town, that Mr. |; 
Dryden himſelf had publickly declar'd it Us- | 
anſwerable ; and thank'd Mr. Co/lier for the 
juſt CorreQion he had given him; and that 
Mr. Congreve, and ſome other great Authors, 
had made much the ſame Declaration ; 
which is all ſo notoriouſly Falſe, ſo egregi- 
ous a Lye, that Mr. Drydes particularly al- 
ways look'd upon it as a pile of Malice, 
Ilnature and Uncharitableneſs, and all drawn 
upon the urmoſt Rack of W:r and Drven- 
tron. 
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Thus Falfchood employ'd the Workman. 
Falſchood found the Materials. Falſehood 
rais'd the Structure, and Falſehood up- 
holds it. 


To give my Reader a particular Inſtance, 
how far the Temptation of a Selling Copy, 
even upon the moſt ſacred and religious 
Subject, will prevail. Some Years ſince 
was publiſh'd a ſmall Treatiſe, with 'the 
Imprimatur of Authority, called, The Second 
Spira, being the Relation of a young Gen- ? 

_  tleman, | 
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tleman, the Son of a Perſon of Quality, who 
died in Deſpair, December the 8th. 1692. 
containing the' Conferences: of ſeveral Or- 
thodox Divines, at ſeyeral times, with the 
Particulars of” their Spiritual Arguments, 
Reaſonings, Admonitions, together with all 
the young. Gentleman's Replies, his Exe- 
crations, Impenitence, Apoſtacy, and the 
whole Narrative of his Blaſphemies to his 
laſt Gaſp. This Piece was compiled by an 
Author as Ingenious as Mr. Co/lzer, and that 
values himſelf as much upon his Morals 
and Religion ; the Bookſeller as Eminent, 
as Wealthy, and as zealous a Profeſſor of 
Chriſtianity,. as moſt of rhe Trade. Of this 
Book ſeveral Impreſltons, near 20. Thouſand 
were ſold. Several prefatory Advertiſements 


were printed, to ſupport its Authority, and 
long and repeated Inſinuations were almoit 
daily made. by the Publiſher for the ſame 


Aſſertion. And yet all this while, there 
was not ſo much as one Syllable, Tittle, or 
Tota of Fat or Truth in the whole Hiſtory, 
bur all pure Invention. Now tho' I dare 
not ſay with Mr. Dryden, that Prieſts of all 
Religion are the ſame, yet I may venture to 
ſay, that pious Craft in al] Relgions is much, 
the ſame; and Legends will creep into all 
Churchs, 1 do not urge this as a Parallel to 
Mr. Collter's view of the Stage. His Labours 
upqn that ſubjeR, I confeſs, are not all le- 


gend ; I acknowledge his view has ſome 
mat- 


| fortify the Charm. 
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matter of Truth in it; but at the ſame time 
its Veracity a little agrees with the Deſcrip- 
tion of Dr. Oates his Plot, in A4/olom and 
Achitophel. 


Some Truth there was, gut brew'd and daſht 


with Lies, | 
7o pleaſe the Fools, and puzle all the Wiſe. 


And here I muſt give Mr. Co/lzer the Ho- 
nour of leading a ſmall Squadron of 7ruths 
to attack the Stage ; but like Dr. Oats too, 
with a whole Legion of Pilgrims and Black 


Bills to back them. 


And here again I muſt make one ſerious 
RefleQion, to think how Truth 1s the beſt 
Miſtreſs, but worſt /erve4:. For that Lear- 
ng and Ingenuity like Mr. Colliers, that is 
moſt able to do her the beſt ana honoura- 
bleſt Service, makes her the worſt and igno- 
bleſt Servant. And thus I may join with 
Lattantins ( only changing one word, ) 7he 
Rule is, the more Rhetorick, the more Miſchief, 
and the beſt Pen-men are the worſt Common- 
wealthsmen. For the Harmony and Ornament 
ferves only to recommend the Argument, and 
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